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The Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine of the Order of Augustinian Recollects, which promotes
this Bulletin, will meet next year 400 springs (1621-2021). Four centuries deserve to be celebrated: to
come together, to thank, to remember, to affirm union and to further improve the future.

400 years: always in mission

O

n November 23th, 1621, the Augustinian
Recollects, gathered in the General Chapter,
were constituted in four Provinces: Castile,
Aragon, Andalusia, and the Philippines. The latter,
the Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine of the Philippines, surpassed the changes of history and remains to this day.
We open in Sing&Walk
a series for our 400th
anniversary. In this
issue we explain the
official logo, motto and poster of the
celebration and the
provincial prior presents his vision of the
Province, of its strengths
and challenges. Then we
deploy in six pages a visual
history of the 400 years and
then propose the program of
celebrations, which dedicates each
month a different reality. Finally, we
will be able to pray with the official prayer
and listen to the hymn composed ex professo for this Fourth Centenary.

With the celebration we do not intend to repeat the
past, but to make present what happened and show
what we want to be fulfilled in the future. We aspire
to respond, together with all the Augustinian Recollect Family, to God’s call to contemplate, to live
together, to mission and to evangelize.
That is why in the following issues of our Friendship
Bulletin we will talk about those values lived by so
many generations, the experience of qualified witnesses of the long journey traveled and we will
seek the answer to what the Church and humanity need of the Province today and in the future.
In the life of faith, celebrating an anniversary
is thanking God, letting himself be admired
for his work in which we were preceded, and
regaining the attitude of listening and willingness to answer His call. It is the purpose today of the Province of St. Nicholas
of Tolentine and our Bulletin joins it.

Saint Augustine, on the occasion of an
Easter, offered his idea on the meaning of
celebrating something: “When we celebrate
Easter, the Lord is not crucified again, but we
present in the annual celebration the facts of
the past; the same is said of futures that do not
yet exist” (Sermon 252:12).

The first Augustinian Recollect missionaries arrive in the Philippines, cradle of the Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine.
Detail of the official poster of the IV Centenary, made by the Augustinian Recollect visual artist David Conejo.

2

Always in mission: the best
The 400th Anniversary of the Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine is a good excuse to propose
a motto and image that visually explain the life, task, identity, illusions and desires of those who
for so many generations have built this Family.
The motto:
“Always in mission”

N

o baptized person can give
up the mission: he is part
of the pursuit of Christ.
Consecrated persons also choose
to dedicate their lives to sowing
hope and joy among those filled
by the thousand faces of suffering.
The members of the Province of
St. Nicholas of Tolentine, who live
the Augustinian Recollect charism,
have as an ideal to always be available for the Church needs. Volunteering was what called them and
made members of the Province.

Imagine a train commanded by
time, which does not stop: the machine is four; and his first two carriages, fixed, the zeros: St Nicholas and the mission.
• The station is you
Out of focus follow the rest of the
wagons, each representing parishes, schools, missions and social
projects, centers and houses of
spirituality and formation, attention to the elderly... The wagons
change by epoch, but always attached to the machine by the mission link.

• Seas and oceans
From the beginning of the Recollection in 1588 it was required that all its convents have
a temple open to the faithful, because not only the gathering was
sought but also a careful attention
to the People of God.

The logo:
A train that doesn’t stop

Within the first zero is St Nicholas, with his star and with the gospel overflowing, incarnation of the
values of following Christ from the
charism of St Augustine.
In the second zero there is a boat,
representation of the mission,
memory of the apostles who, encouraged by the Master, overcome
the apprehension, row out to sea to
fish men. The boat was the means
of transport in the country of a
thousand islands, Philippines, the
first mission of this Province, today present in seas and rivers of
three continents.

Nicholas understood that the language of attention, affection and
closeness have the last word, beyond appearances. His star in his
chest recalls that he let himself be
lit and burned by the Gospel and
was able to put light in the midst of
the clouds of suffering.
This anniversary is a propitious
occasion to be stars with the disparate evangelical proposal that
Nicholas practiced: the more is
given, and the less is received, the
happier one is.

Today they look at their patron,
Nicholas of Tolentine (12451305). From him they have
learned that they must work,
laugh, cry, love, live, believe,
dream, feel, grow and vibrate
in fraternity with one soul and
one heart. That is always being
in mission.

With the star of Saint Nicholas,
logo of the Province, as background and heated by its light, the
numbers of the figure that summons us: 400 are visible.

Christ. His message is not in the
dazzling miracle but in the daily
beating of the heart, kneaded in
the mold of Augustine of Hippo; a
simple, supportive heart, given to
others without calculations, seeker of the face of God in those who
suffer, builder of friendship...

Where does the train stop? The
stations are in the people who are
served, and the Gospel is carried in
the form of witness, of joy for one’s
vocation, of following Christ. You,
who read this, are one of the stations of that train.
In a hundred years we will exchange the machine for a more
powerful one, that of the “five”, the
half millennium. The star will continue to shine if the breath of the
Spirit keeps aboard the boat those
called to this mission.
• The fire of the gospel
Saint Nicholas of Tolentine portrays the eagerness of those friars
eager to consume the world for

In 1606, just 18 years later, the
first Recollect missionary expedition to the Philippines departed.
The boat evokes this harsh journey through two oceans, but at
the same time pays homage to the
evangelical courage of those who
rowed without fainting or discouragement from problems.
It is the boat of the fishers of men
who leave their skin sowing hope
in the midst of so much nonsense;
and the boat of those who, according to the Augustinian charism,
paddle out to sea to meet the Inner Master, meet and enjoy the
restful silence and peace and then
witness to the living Christ and defend the dignity of God’s children
and his Creation.

summary of four centuries of life

The poster: mission of
the past and the present
The poster (below), by the Recollect visual artist David Conejo, is
based on the missionary experience of the Province and wants to
combine two concepts: mission as
present and mission as an inheri-

tance that proudly characterizes
the Province.
The main inspiration is in the fresco (above) of the Spanish painter
Juan Barba (1915-1982) located
in the crypt of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine, within the church of Santa
Rita in Madrid. It represents the
arrival of the Augustinian Recollect Missionaries
to the Philippines
in 1605.
The star has a
double meaning:
it is reminiscent of
Saint Nicholas of
Tolentine, traditionally called the
saint of the star;
and
represents
the Gospel, which
enlightens and, at
the same time, is
where we tend in
the community of
brothers. Hence
the attitude of the
friars, who look towards the brightest point of the
sign.
Of the four friars,
the two on the left
update Juan Barba’s fresco. The
particular element
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of the poster are the two friars on
the right, devised by its author, David Conejo.
The first is a young Chinese friar who represents this mission of
Kweiteh/Shangqiu (Henan, China)
so dear to the Province; the young
friars who have come from there
in recent decades are the fruit of
the heroic task of the missionaries, who suffered so much 60 years
earlier for the changes of history
until their definitive expulsion.
The elderly friar, for his part, has
over himself the weight of the
years and reminds us of these
sometimes-invisible people, the
older adults who are still in mission. The young friar sustains the
old man and, at the same time, relies on his experience and testimony.
The four religious in the boat form
a community, the best visual representation of the Augustinian
Recollect’s charism.
Finally, the boat symbolizes the
Church: we want to serve the
Church even when there are
storms and difficulties; and it is
also the boat of our Order, always
guided by the Lord Jesus Christ
himself and in which we want to be
together all of us with the brethren that the Lord puts in our way.
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“400 years of sacrifices, hope, struggle,
Sergio Sánchez (Tlalnepantla, Mexico, 1961) is the provincial prior of the Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine who has been able to convene and promote the celebrations of the centenary.
We have asked you to present the Province to us in the first person today, its joys and challenges.
Broadly speaking

T

he members of the Province
come from fifteen countries
and live spread out over
eight. It represents a great cultural richness, continuous processes
of inculturation and a great challenge for the sense of belonging.
More than 50% of religious live
outside their home nation. For
pleasure or by choice, there would
be more, but some return to their
country for better care of their
health or because their age.

What do 400 years mean?
My first certainty is that it is a
work of God. The more I know our
history, with its glorious moments
and its journeys of darkness and
uncertainty, the more I convince
myself that the Lord is in the midst.
It is an obligation to honor those
who have set up the Province, the
religious and the laity who share
our charism.
If we took a picture of these four
centuries, I’d keep this one from
Pope Francis:

«Our history is glorious because it is a story of sacrifices,
of hope, of daily struggle, of
frayed life in service, of constancy in the work that tires»
Healthwise, okay?
Four centuries of life give enough
perspective to read with objectivity and look in faith at history, to
be grateful and feel the protagonists of its present and immediate
future. I propose some descriptive
points of this health of the Province.
• Challenges
The Province is alive, but needs
to respond to several challenges. The first is our lay societies

where we are the mustard seed and
the yeast of parables. We will not
write great feats or seek masses of
people; we are asked to bear witness to consecration from discreet
presences.
The restructuring and revitalization of the Order is underway, but
changes in institutions are slow.
Interculturality in communities
has been peaceful and fruitful.
There is generational lag and the
demographic pyramid is inverted;
we must give voice and responsibility to few young people in communities with entrenched programs and traditions.
Another feathering challenge is
charismatic identity.
It doesn’t matter
where you are
and with whom, if
you know what
it means to be
Augustinian
Recollect.

• Prophesy
We must not lose the prophetic
dimension, the healthy tension of
permanent conversion that seeks
new ways of life. Comfort or mimicry with society eliminates the
desires and hunger of something
different. The events that tested
the Province—confiscations, revolutions—led to the emergence of
a new life. It would be very sad to
get used to a life without evangelical demands that prevents us from
being meaningful.
• Spirituality
As Pedro Casaldáliga said, authentic spirituality is personalized,
inclusive and supportive; or in Karl
Rahner words’: the 21st century
Christian is either mystical or not
Christian.
• Training
Although each person is unique
and widespread, vocations come
today from dechristianized environments, with older age and
previous experiences that do
not favor a solid personal and
religious structure. The challenge is to accompany them
to be today’s consistent and
convinced consecrated men.
• Pastoral
The gospel touches people
out of closeness and listens
actively. It is time for small
communities,
without
expressions of faith en
masse; serving minorities
and far away requires adequate and understandable language.
• Hope
The countercurrent of the
joy and demand of the Gospel
has never been more necessary.
The last Popes have asked us to
be pedagogues of interiority
and creators of communion.

service, constancy in the work that tires”
Border missions and presences
allow us to live consecration more
joyfully, we feel more useful and
reciprocated. In the mission we
must not skimp on people or resources.

Participants
of the last
Provincial Chapter,
in May 2018.
Marcilla, Navarra,
Spain

The Augustinian Recollect Youth
(ARY) give a new face to the Province, as well as the commitment
of Augustinian Recollect Secular
Fraternities.

Full interview:

Top projects
I want to focus on four:
• Socio-evangelizing
It is a consolidated task with six
very significant projects in Mexico, Costa Rica and Brazil, dedicated to minors, education, health,
housing, water and sanitation. In
addition, there are a number of
social and awareness-raising and
support actions in all ministries
with the coordination of a Commission. We are co-responsible
with the support of the society and
NGOs, its support, dissemination
and promotion in civil society and
among people of good heart.
• Radiate spirituality
The permanent formation, the
Augustinian Recollect Formative
Itinerary and the promotion of vocational culture have extended
Augustinian Recollect spirituality
in unsuspected ways.

The Augustinian Recollect Spirituality Centers (CEAR) force us
to train ourselves to transmit and
share our charism. They combine
Augustinian formation, prayer experiences, accompaniment, social
commitment...
• Older religious
Taking care of them, and they are
not few, is an opportunity to temper our community life. After intense pastoral or educational activity, it is not easy for anyone to
assume small or large disabilities.
It is too one of the most demanding tasks of the priors.
It is pressing because they are in
all communities and with a wide
diversity of manifestations. We
have adapted infrastructures and
professionalized care, but nothing

— An event of these 400 years
The presence and evangelizing task
in the Philippines.

In a nut words

— A friar recognized by all
Ezekiel Moreno, our holy brother.
— A special pope for the Province
Saint Pius X, who so supported the Order.
— A word that defines the Province
Availability: always in mission.
— The best initiative to this celebration
Create communion.
— The best fruit of this celebration
Fidelity to our charism in the present.

can and should not supplement the
fraternal relationship of the community.
• Minor and vulnerable
We implement a culture of child
and adolescent protection so that
all our ministries are safe spaces.

And for the future?
I live it with hope, and it’s not topical. It is up to us to witness this
hope now, in a context of adversity and a certain precariousness of
personnel. Let us look at Him and
not ourselves, as Pope Francis encourages:

«Our hope is not based on
numbers or works but on the
One in whom we have placed
our trust (cf. 2 Tim 1:12)»

— Traits of the friar of the Province
He is a missionary and promotes solidarity, he is an
educator; he is where the Church needs.
— How are 400 springs celebrated?
Three personal and community attitudes:
thank you very much, live our vocation with
passion and keep hope high.
— Comrades on the way in this story
A great Family: the Order and each of its
Provinces; contemplative nuns and religious
missionaries of active life; and so many
benefactors, friends, relatives of the religious,
members of the Secular Fraternities and JAR, collaborators... Everybody, thank you!
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Brief visual history
1606

1588

Dec 12th
Toledo, Spain
The Augustinian
Recollection
is born.

May 10th
Philippines
Arrival
of the first
Recollects
missionaries.

1621

Nov 23rd • Madrid, Spain
The first General Chapter of the
Augustinian Recollects creates
the Provinces of Castile, Aragon,
Andalusia and the Philippines,
the latter with the name of
Saint Nicholas of Tolentine.

Jun 20th
Ichikikushikino,
Kagoshima,
Japan
1623
Arrival of the
mission that ends
in 1632 abruptly
and violently with
the martyrdom of
all the religious
(four Europeans
and three Japanese)
and dozens of lay
people, including
Saint Magdalene of
Nagasaki, patron
saint of the SAR.

Mexico City, Mexico
First house of the Province in America. 1637
It is a hospice, like an inn
for religious in transit.
After landing in Veracruz from Spain,
they continued to Acapulco
to take the Galeon of Manila..

Manila, Philippines
The Augustinian Recollect friar
Juan de la Concepción publishes
the 14 volumes of the General
History of the Philippines, one
of the summits works of the
Recollect legacy in the country.

1720-1790
Philippines
Seven bloody decades for religious,
including those killed
in shipwrecks (10), captives
of pirates and Moorish rebels (10)
or killed by them (23).

Martyrdom of Friar Leon of San José.
Detail of the painting in the parish church
of Peraleda de la Mata, Cáceres, Spain.

1780
Dec 20th • Vigan, South Ilocos, Philippines
First Augustinian bishop, Friar Juan Ruiz
de San Agustín. Eight bishops now belong
to the Province: five in Brazil, one in Mexico,
one in Spain and one in Costa Rica

1788-1792

A brief history of the formation of religious
Alfaro, La Rioja, Spain
First house of the Province in Spain
(above), also first specifically for
formation. In five years it stays
small and moves to Monteagudo
(Navarra) (center); thirty years later a second formative center opens
in Marcilla (Navarra) (below), until the 21st century theological study
not only of the Province of Saint
Nicholas but also, by times, of other
Provinces.

Jan 2nd • Bogota, Colombia
The Province of Saint Nicholas
participates in the restoration
of the Recollection in Colombia.
San Ezequiel Moreno is the
director of the expedition.

U

ntil 1830 the Province of
Saint Nicholas was nourished by volunteer missionaries from the other Provinces of
Spain. Freezing this flow in the
19th century opens its own seminaries. Since the end of the 20th
century vocational promotion
has been redirected to older
candidates and of great diversity of origins. This has been the
becoming of those formation
houses since 1824.

PROFESSED & NOVICES
• Alfaro, La Rioja, Spain (1824-1829).
• Monteagudo, Navarra, Spain (1829).
(Novitiate to this day).

1889

1896-1901

• Palmira, Tachira, Venezuela (since 1939).
Since 1948 Prov. of St. Joseph and
since 2018 Prov. St. Thomas of Vilanova.
• Civita Castellana, Lacio, Italy
(1940-1944).
• San Carlos City, W. Negros, Philippines
(since 1948).
Since 1998, Prov. St. Ezekiel Moreno.

• Marcilla, Navarra, Spain (1865-2005).

• Fuenterrabia, Guipuzcoa, Spain
(1950-1982).

• Kweiteh/Shangqiu, Henan, China
(1935-1948 and since 1991).

• San Felipe del Progreso, Edomex, Mexico
(1950-1955).

• Aculco, Edomex, Mexico (1951-1964).

• Queretaro, Qro., Mexico (1955-2020).

• Baguio, Luzon, Philippines (1970-1984).

• Valladolid, Spain (1961-1992).

• Antipolo, Luzon, Philippines (since 1985).
Since 1998, Prov. St. Ezekiel Moreno.

• Baguio, Luzon, Philippines (since 1965).
Since 1998, Prov. St. Ezekiel Moreno.

• Quezon City, Philippines (since 1985).
Since 1998, Prov. St. Ezekiel Moreno.

• Kensington, London, England
(1970-2011).

1824 • Las Rozas, Madrid, Spain (2005).

• Coyoacan, Mexico City (1981-1987).

APPLICANTS & SEMINARIANS

• Ciudad de los Niños, Cartago, Costa Rica
(1984-1991).

• San Millán de la Cogolla, La Rioja, Spain
(1878-1924).

• Tlalpan, Mexico City (since 1987).

• Lodosa, Navarra, Spain (1925-1993).

• Oxnard, CA, USA (since 1990).
Former Prov. Saint Augustine.

• Kweiteh/Shangqiu, Henan, China
(1931-1948 and since 1991).

• Pozos de Santa Ana, San Jose, Costa Rica
(since 1991).

• Ivybridge, Devon, England (1932-1950).

• Union City, NJ, USA (since 1997).

• Honiton, Devon, England
(1934-1982 and since 2012).

• Guaraciaba do Norte, Ceara, Brazil
(since 1999).

• Caracas, Venezuela (1935-1939).

• Fortaleza, Ceara, Brazil (2002-2016).

Philippine Revolution
Great turning point in history:
34 Recollects die (which means
2/3 of the total missionaries killed
during the Revolution) and 85
are seized (above, captive friars).
Repatriated largely to Spain,
new fields of work and mission
are sought in America.
The Philippines (below, in red,
expansion of the Province
in the mid-19th century)
ceases to be the primary
living space of the Province.

1939

A Brief History of the Educational Apostolate
The Provincial Chapter of 1940 calls for the opening of
schools, a pioneer apostolate in the Order. There were pre1940 vious experiences: in 1885-1897, 1916 and 1924-1928
there was a Latin Precept in Marcilla that offered three
hours of class a day to children. The first school opened in
China
the Philippines in 1896, but the Revolution truncated it.
The magazine Todos
Between 1904 and 1933 the Recollects of the communiMisioneros was born,
ty of Puente La Reina (Spain) were the teachers at the
the first great midia of
Schools of the Mena Foundation. Many religious have
the Province for
given countless hours of religion, languages and other
the general public.
subjects in parish colleges and public centers in almost
Today it persists in
every country where the Province has been present.
1928 its heiress, entitled
Centers with an asterisk (*) are now under the manMissionaries of the
agement of other Provinces of the Order. The Province
Third Millennium.
of St. Ezekiel Moreno inherited from that of St. NichKwetieh/Shangqiu, Henan, China
olas more than 40,000 students.
One of the greatest missionary gestations in the
SCHOOLS OF THE PROVINCE IN HISTORY
Province begins. The first part of the mission lasts
until 1955, with the expulsion of foreign
1896-1898 • St. Joseph, Bacolod, Philippines.
missionaries and the prison of Chinese religious.
1941 • St. Sebastian, Manila, Philippines*.
Catholicism remains dormant and hidden
for 40 years, until it resurfaces strongly along with
1941 • St. Thomas of Vilanova, San Carlos, Philippines*.
Augustinian Recollect male and female religious life.
Jun 5th • Peru
The Province is established
in this Andean country.

1924

1910

Panama / Spain
The houses of Panama pass to the Province of Our Lady of
Candelaria. Years earlier it had passed too that of Sos del
Rey Catolico (Zaragoza, Spain)

Dec 1st • Zaragoza, Spain
1909 First issue of the
Official Gazette of the Province.

1908

Spain / Brazil
By Chapter decision, houses and ministries in Andalusia and
Brazil move to the Province of Saint Thomas of Vilanova.

1941 • Fray Luis de Leon, Caracas, Venezuela*.
1947 • University San Jose Recoletos, Cebu, Philippines*.
1955 • St. Augustine, Chiclana, Andalusia, Spain.
1962 • Univ. Negros Occidental, Bacolod, Philippines*.
1963 • St. Pedro Academy, Valencia, Philippines*.
1966 • St. Sebastian, Cavite, Philippines*.
1966 • St. Augustine, Valladolid, Spain.
1968-2004 • Residence Augustinus, Madrid, Spain.
1968-1974 • Escuela Libre San Jose, Lodosa, Spain.
1970 • Fray Luis de Leon, Queretaro, Mexico.
1971 • St. Nicolas de Tolentino Recoletos,
Talisay, Philippines*.
1974 • Romareda, Zaragoza, Spain.
2007 • Technical Augustinian
Boy’s Town, Cartago, Costa Rica.

Panama, Brazil
Venezuela and Aruba
Start of expansion
by America.
1898

The community of St. Joseph in Ribeirao Preto, Sao Paulo, is the oldest of the Order in Brazil today. It was the fourth
ministry of the Province in the country. Previously there were three parishes in the Diocese of Uberaba (Minas Gerais)

Chihuahua, Mexico
Madera’s mission is founded on a secluded
mountain range away from economic centers
and power. Today the presence there is testimonial because the work left a young Church and
a developed Diocese. Mission accomplished.

1965
The educational apostolate
brought fresh air to the Province. Offering quality education involves improving religious training and increasing
the number of graduates in
non-theological university studies. Education as such also requires
1963
closer contact with local society and families.

Window. Cathedral of Madera, Chihuahua, México.

Costa Rica and Taiwan
In Costa Rica there was a rapid
expansion and it was where the
Province began its experience
of managing social projects
with the Boy’s Town (1965).
In Taiwan’s case, it was expected to be a future springboard for
the return to China.
In 2011, the last ministries
in the country were handed over
to the Province of Saint Ezekiel
Moreno.

Madrid,
Spain
OAR
1970 Al Habla
magazine
is born.

The Saint Augustine High School in
Valladolid (photos) is, for example, a
model of adapting a ministry to the circumstances. Between 1961 and 1992
it was the great urban seminary in
Spain, the function for which it was
born; from 1966 —and to this day—
it is a reference center in educational quality and application of new
1955 Madrid, Spain
technologies. And since 2011 the
Residence Saint Ezekiel Moreno
The Province founds the complex of Cea Berhas been operating on its premises,
mudez and Saint Rita, the first ministry in
its first own venture for the care of
Spain of marked urban character, cosmopolitan
religious in dependency.

and in the environment of the university world.

Venezuela, Peru and Spain
First division of the Province
of Saint Nicholas with the
creation of the Province
of Saint Joseph, formed
with the religious, communities and ministries
in Venezuela, Peru
and San Millan de la
Cogolla (La Rioja,
Spain, photo).

1979

Amazonas, Brazil
After more than
a decade of staffing, the
Province is commissioned to manage the
communities
of the Prelature of
Labrea and Manaus.
It was in practice the
return to Brazil after
70 years, strengthened
the beginning of the
20th century by the
opening of houses
in Ceara State.

1948
Mexico
The very difficult social situation
and the new navigation routes
caused the hospice to close in 1828.
113 years later the Province
1941 returns to the country, but from
the United States, for the null and
void official relations between
Spain and Mexico. The expansion
was rapid through the center, north
and east of the Mexican Republic.

Church of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine.
Iztapalapa, Mexico City.

The mission of Labrea has meant for
the Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine
an arduous and difficult workspace for several generations of missionaries. It has also put
the friars in close contact with some of the world’s
forgotten ones, such as indigenous peoples, leprosy sufferers or Amazonian women, as well as
many families who are victims of the most serious
inequalities and injustice.
Finally, it has put the Province in contact with institutions and people in civil society that support so
many projects carried out for children, education,
health, food security, housing, water and sanitation, training of leaders, automanaging...

Virtual
prayer center
for cancer
patients.

Prelature of Labrea (Brazil) and Spain
The first Esperanza Centre for child care
and prevention of abuse and crime
is founded in the city of Labrea, Brazil.
1994
At the same time, in Spain the NGOD
La Esperanza was founded to provide support
and resources, now integrated into ARCORES,
International Solidarity Augustinian Recollect
Network. The Province had and has
socio-evangelizing projects for children,
housing, water and sanitation, health…

Oct 12th
Santo Domingo,
Dominican Rep.
Canonization
of Saint
Ezekiel Moreno,
protector of
cancer patients,
our saint.

1992
Spain and Mexico
The constitution of the Federations of Augustinian
Recollects Nuns of Spain and Mexico and the institutionalization of the relationship between the Orders allows
an intense, firm and very fruitful collaboration in varied
fields such as the figure of the assistant, initial and permanent
training, vocational promotion and economics.

1988

1986
Spain
First issue of this
Bulletin of Friendship,
Sing & Walk. It was
born to spread
the charism, history
and spirituality
of the Augustinian
Recollect Family
among people.

Currently there are three Esperanza Centers:
Labrea, Pauini and Tapaua (photo).
Dec 29th, 1996 — Jan 12th, 1999

1996 Sierra Leone

Kamabai’s mission opens, but the bloody
civil war forces the missionaries to leave
after one of them being kidnapped and
the persecution of the rest to use them
as hostages. The Augustinian Recollect
returned to the country in March 2004,
but already under the management of
the Province of St. Ezekiel Moreno.

Nov 28th
Chapter
1998 General
Monachil, Granada,
Spain
The Province of St. Ezekiel Moreno stands with
the communities and ministries of the Province of
St. Nicholas of Tolentine
in the Philippines, Sierra
Leone and some of Taiwan (all since 2011). Currently that Province is also
established in Indonesia.
For the first time after 393
years, the Province of
St. Nicholas of Tolentine
ceases to have a presence
in the Philippines.

Act of erection
of the new Province.

Meeting of trainers in 1999.

Training
(Initial&Permanent)
After several training meet2009
ings, the new Augustinian
Recollect Training Itinerary
(IFAR) reviews the organization of the training of candidates and the updating of
all religious.
2006

Shared mission
Schools have a close collaboration with
the laity: non-friars access to the management teams.

Mexico City, Mexico
The Center for Accompaniment
and Recovery of Integral Development,
CARDI, a socio-health project, is founded. Its social impact is large and double:
in the beneficiaries of the hospitals area
and in students of volunteering,
2005
logotherapy and other courses.
Commission for Publications
Spirituality Centers (CEAR) 2003
New vocational promotion
The Province strengthens its relationship
with society with three initiatives: strengthening public communication; promotes
human and spiritual formation; and implements vocational culture.

2000

2015

Secular Fraternity
In communion with the
Order, a new training
programme is offered, Pilgrims and the new Statutes are applied.

55th General Chapter • Rome 2016
Restructuring and revitalization plan.
The Order is established to pass
from eight to four Provinces.

Pope Francis receives the LV General Chapter OAR.

Commission for Missions and Social Development
It is created for the management and search of public
and private funding of development cooperation projects,
the promotion of volunteering and missionary culture.
Today it is called Commission for Social Apostolate.

Saint Monica Homes
It is founded in Fortaleza (Brazil). The Province directly
welcomes, for the first time
in its history, minor girls
who are victims of abuse.

127th Provincial
Our Lady of Guadalupe, 2018
Chapter
Santa Ana, CA, USA
Founded in 1922.
The Province of Saint

Terra Solidaria. Labrea, Brazil.

Augustine is joined by
incorporation into the
Province of Saint Nicholas de Tolentine. All communities of the Order in
the USA are integrated
into the same Province.

Headquarters of the Province
1624-1901 • Philippines. Manila, Intramuros
(St. Nicholas of Tolentine, missing).
1902-1913 • Spain. Marcilla, Navarra.
1914-1931 • Philippines. Manila, Intramuros
(St. Nicholas of Tolentine, missing).
1931-1934 • Spain. Zaragoza
(66 Mayor St., missing).
1935-1945 • Philippines. Manila, Intramuros
(St. Nicholas of Tolentine, missing).
1946-1955 • Spain. Zaragoza
(Valencia Avenue, missing).
1956-1966 • Spain. Madrid, Cea Bermúdez.
1966 • Spain. Madrid, Paseo de La Habana.

Siempre en misión
Always in mission
Sempre em missão
過去未來福傳永續

2021
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Itinerary for a celebration
In order to keep the spirit warm and grateful for the heart, we are proposed to look and reflect on
each of the 16 months from this September 2020 to December 2021 in a concrete aspect, in its
protagonists, testimonies and teachings. Different events will be organized and various content
and materials will appear in the media of the Province.

Opening
sep
2020

The provincial prior message
(QR) marks the meaning of
the fourth Centennial.

Missionaries
oct
2020

The missionary month and
the World Mission Day is a
very conducive occasion to
remember the missions in a
double aspect: as a true seed
of the birth of our Province,
always missionary; and as a
regenerating and revitalizing
reality for our future.

ARY
dec
2020

The Augustinian Recollect
Youth (ARY) are cause for joy
and smiles in communities,
and a reason for hope for the
future.
ARY Delicias, Chihuahua, Mexico

Contemplative
nov
2020

Teachers
jan
2021

Our Province pioneered the
Order in the educational
apostolate. Tens of thousands
of students have learned in
our Centers with the help of
the laity.

The Augustinian Recollect
nuns, mainly, and the Discalzed Augustinians, have always been at the forefront of
spiritual life and in the rear of
ministerial action. Thanking
you for your presence is a necessity; and pray for and with
them, a blessing.

Culture
feb
2021

For 300 years in the Philippines we created entire
populations and built society. We build temples and
fortresses. Figuratively, with
our action we have written
the history of that country;
but we also wrote it in real
paper books. We must do no
less today.

In training

A

lthough the exact ephemeris
is November 23, 2021, the
Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine wants to take advantage of
the significant dates of its calendar
in the coming months to encourage the celebration.

September 10, 2020 (St. Nicholas of Tolentine Day) is the beginning of the 4th Centenary and
December 5, 2021 (Recollection
Day) will be its solemn closure.
The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly influenced the plans for
openness, without massive meetings and scrupulously respecting
local regulations and protecting
the health of all. The official opening will be in Madrid on September 10, with the prior general of

the Order.
On September 9 in Mexico City,
a cultural event will be held at the
Pontifical University of Mexico
and the next day a Eucharist will be
held in the Parish of Saint Nicholas de Tolentine, in Iztapalapa.
On September 10, the Centenary
will open in Guaraciaba do Norte,
Manaus and Labrea (Brazil) and
between 15 and 21 of the same
month in New York, California
and Texas, in the United States.
In Costa Rica, the Episcopal Conference of the Central American
country will join in full the Eucharist that will take place in the Cathedral of Alajuela on October
7th..

mar
2021

After the novitiate, the
young religious continue to
train to give the best answer
to God and the best service
to the People to accompany.
We pray for them at this important stage of life, when
the future of our own and the
Province is redeemed.

Vocations
apr
2021

Young and not-so-young people are curious about Augustinian Recollect religious life.
Restless, aspirants and postulants begin a process of discernment to know what God
dreams of them and for them.
We pray that they will have a
good accompaniment and reflection.

of the past that marks the future
T

he Province offers in agustinosrecoletos.org some materials made
for the Centennial in Spanish, English and Portuguese bu several friars. Among them is the official logo by Alberto Valecillos; visual artist
David Conejo announcer poster (pages 2-3); the official prayer, composed by Bishop Francisco Javier Hernández, as well as the anthem, by
José Manuel González Durán (pages 14-15). In addition, a History of the
Province and other materials of various kinds will be developed.

Prov. St. Joseph
may
2021

In 1948 the religious, communities and ministries of the
Province of Saint Nicholas
in Peru, Venezuela and San
Millán de la Cogolla constituted a new sister Province
dedicated to Saint Joseph.
Today it is integrated into
that of Saint Thomas of Vilanova. We pray for them.

Prov. St. Ezekiel
jun
2021

Until 1998 the Philippines
was on our horizon. But the
Recollection reached a maturity there that allowed him
to follow a more proper path.
The communities of the Philippines, Taiwan and Sierra
Leone formed the new Province, now also present in Indonesia.

Lay people
jul
2021

They are a source of holiness:
Saint Magdalene of Nagasaki is our saint of the Augustinian Recollect Secular
Fraternity (ARS). They have
put our Family in their families: Fraternity, benefactors,
collaborators, relatives of the
religious, members of associations... Thank you!

Parishes
sep
2021

aug
2021

It is currently one of the main
apostolates of the Province;
In addition, religious who
have been appointed bishops
work day by day for the People of God to build Church.
Parishes, parishioners and
bishops of the Order will be
in our prayer this month.

Solidarity
oct
2021

We focus on the socio-evangelizing projects of the Province and, in particular, its
beneficiaries; in defending
the dignity of the person, especially the most vulnerable,
victims of injustices of all
kinds. Let us support these
projects with concrete gestures.

F

or this Centennial Year we want to promote as much participation as possible
and stimulate the creativity of all to know
and thank the past, celebrate and pray in
the present and improve the future of this
Family and the people it serves.
A simple initiative has been to invite the
communities and people who wish to pray
it monthly in a special way for the Province,
be it the 10th (in memory of Saint Nicholas
of Tolentine, whose feast is September 10)
to be the 23rd (Day of November 1621 on
which the Province was founded). Centennial Prayer (page 14) is an option, in addition
to praying for each month’s particular intentions.

OAR Campaign

Female religious

The Augustinian Recollect
Missionaries were born on a
mission of the Province (photo). They are companions on
the way, along with the Augustinian Recollect Sisters
and the Agustinas Recoletas
del Corazón de Jesús.
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nov
2021

We will join the Pastoral
Campaign of the Augustinian Recollect Family in 2021,
focused on dialogue with society and the evangelizing
presence in culture.

Closing
dec
2021

The best closure for the Centennial will be to rethink and
revive own vocation, consecrated or lay, in the Augustinian Recollect charism. We
will remember in a special
way the consecrated laity, the
religious brothers.
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Pray and sing to celebrate:
At birthday parties there is never a shortage of well wishes, happy birthday song and cake that is
split and shared. At our birthday party we also want to sing, and for this a hymn has been composed; and to give us the well wishes, nothing better than praying together.
A prayer from and for
the community

an evocative symbol of the Augustinian mission and interiority.

T

• Contemplation and mission

he Augustinian Recollect
Francisco Javier Hernández
(Cascante, Navarra, Spain,
1941) (photo), Bishop Emeritus of
Tianguá (Ceara, Brazil), is the author of the official prayer of the
Fourth Centenary.
• Community dialogue
This prayer was to be a community
prayer. For this reason it has a dialogue structure, so present in the
Liturgy and loved by the people,
because it allows them to participate actively.
A reader captures the feeling of
the community and responds with
an acclamation that serves, in turn,
a transition between thanksgiving, praise and supplication.
• Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Trinitarian orientation is common
in prayers proposed by the Brazilian episcopate or by Pope Francis.
The Second Vatican Council presents the Church as the People of
God, at the origin of which is the
Trinity and the Incarnation.
• Common and own
As we celebrate an anniversary,
the first impulse is to recognize
that God has been in our history, and from there, gratitude and
praise arise. We can and must
praise God for the universal and
common, such as creation or salvation, but that praise is especially
alive when the motive is concrete
and happened: the moments and
people who have built 400 years
of missionary consecrated life.
The boat is part of the prayer. Image of the Fourth Centenary, it is
very common in the Gospel account and tradition has seen in it
a symbol of the Church. For the
Augustinian Recollect Family it is

Two qualities were given in the
early missionaries of the Philippines: the ever-active radicality
of mission life and not giving up
intense prayer, both for dedicated
time and for the first place among
the priorities of life. Their deep
spirituality asked them for many
hours of prayer, because they
knew each other as missionaries
and contemplatives.
• Fraternity
The last verse, which is a supplication, asks God for help in living
fraternity, an essential feature of
the Augustinian Recollect charism
and which must be lived within

the Trinity, which is communion
par excellence. Fraternity, service,
passion, mission and Church are
the key words with which prayer
ends.

Lord, our God and Father,
we praise and bless you
for your great providence
in forming and accompanying
us as Augustinian Recollects to
guide others to you.

The Spirit has guided our friars
in the work of the kingdom
with the marginalized,
the poor, and those without hope.
Heartfelt we acclaim:

In the fragile boat
of the Province of St. Nicholas
of Tolentine, you were
our guide to mission lands.
Now as we celebrate 400 years
of dangerous and passionate
navigation we proclaim
with gratitude:

Glory to you, gracious Father!
Our friars have marked
our history by following
in the footsteps of Jesus.
We admire their perseverance
in the ascetical life,
combining contemplation
with a demanding mission life.
Captivated by the work
of the Master, we proclaim:

Glory to you, Jesus our brother!

Glory to you,
Holy Spirit,
always acting out of love!
We pray
that you will continue
to bless our
Augustinian Recollect Family.
May we live
our fraternal life
guided by the Trinity
as we strive to serve
the mission
of the Church.

Glory to the Father,
and to the Son,
and the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

our birthday party
The hymn:
“Missionary Province”
José Manuel González Durán
(Spain, 1968) is an Augustinian
Recollect, composer and singer-songwriter with just over 20
years in the religious music scene.
The Province of Saint Nicholas de
Tolentine, to which it belongs, has
commissioned an anthem for the
Fourth Centenary. Both lyrics
and music are his authorship.
“The first step was not to knock on
the doors of music but on the doors of
prayer; we must ask God, in this case
with the intercession of St Nicholas
of Tolentine, to help the composer.
That was the first thing I did and I
think from Heaven they’ve been pretty good to me,” he says in explaining
the composition process.
To search for music and lyrics you
have to sit before the instrument
and spend time chasing chords,
rhythms, melodies... Record, listen,
discard, search again... Patience
and perseverance are needed until it gradually takes shape. Here’s
how to explain the result:
“It is a composition of agile and cheerful rhythm, because it is for a joyful celebration, with predominance
of the greater tone. But it also has
brushstrokes of minor chords to bring
contrast and richness to the composition. It is a way of expressing that our
Province is, we are and will be people,
with lights and shadows, strength
and fragility, joy and sadness.”
The main source of inspiration
for the lyrics comes from the announcement and convocation of
the celebration of the Centenary
in a letter from the provincial prior. He presents the Province as
eminently missionary, hence the
motto chosen for the Centennial,
always in mission, present in the
hymn.
“Sergio Sánchez, the provincial prior,
invited to carry out St Augustine’s
efforts to create communion, fraternity and thus serve the Church, an
idea that I included in the letter. And
I wanted there to be room for Pope
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Rejoice, missionary Province
of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine,
because God has blessed you with his love
and has sent you to proclaim the good news.
Always in mission with Christ and the Church,
sons of Augustine and Recollects.
Lord, make us prophets of your Kingdom,
community that brings your presence to the World.
With songs of praise we thank you
for your grace and presence in our history,
help us to be humble servants
that reflect your great mercy.
Grant us fulfill Augustine’s holy dream
of creating communion through fraternal love,
give us of your passion for God’s people
and embrace the future with hope.
Francis’ message to the consecrated
men of 2015, in which he invited us
to look to the past with gratitude; to
live the present with passion; and to
embrace the future with hope.”
The part related to the past is in
the expression your grace and presence in our history / with songs of
praise we thank you; the present, in
give us of your passion for God’s people; and the future in and embrace
the future with hope. There are also
nods to one’s own identity (sons
of Augustine and Recollects) and to
the charism (community that brings
your presence to the World), as well
as to the pastoral guideline of the
Order by 2020 (make us Prophets of
your Kingdom).
Augustinian resonances are based
on references to humility and service (help us to be humble servants)
and divine love and mercy (because
God has blessed you with his love;
that reflect your great mercy).

As the author says, “Missionary
Province speaks of joy, hope, gratitude, service, mission, prophecy,
charism, praise, humility and mercy;
communion, people, Kingdom, Good
News (Gospel), passion and fraternity; past, present and future.”
After the evaluation and approval
of the anthem, Andrés Tejero, arranger and composer with whom
José Manuel had already worked,
was counted on to attach arrangements and instrumentation.
“Now the hymn passes into the hands
or, better, to the ears and voices of
those who want to hear it and encourage thee to sing it. I hope that it
will like and that wherever it is heard
and sung it will serve to thank God
for the goods he has poured out on
the Province for 400 years and encourage further building it in communion,” concludes the author (photo,
below).

25 years of the Augustinian Recollect Youth (ARY/JAR)

I

n 1995 the Augustinian Recollects Carlos María Domínguez
from Argentina and Juan José Ormazábal from Brazil, supported
and encouraged by other religious
and young people of the ministries
of the Order, laid the foundations
of the Augustinian Recollect
Youth (ARY or JAR in its Spanish acronym), the movement that
offers the Augustinian Recollect
charism to young people from all
over the world.
Twenty-five years later it has more
than five thousand members in
Asia, Europe and America, a training itinerary and a style of community relationship, based on the
teachings of St Augustine.
The celebration of these silver
weddings has coincided with the
pandemic all over the world. That is
why most of the events have been
held through social networks, one
of the preferred action spaces by
the young people themselves.

The ARY of Mexico has organized
weekly training meetings through
Zoom throughout the pandemic. It’s been 16 conferences since
May. They have responded to the
concerns of the participants who
have a wide range of speakers,
such as specialists in the matters
in question, bishops, missionaries,
volunteers, trainers...
of the convents after starting a
spiritual journey in the ARY.
On August 22, a praise concert
was held with artist Jesse Demara. Celebratory materials have
also been presented that want to
promote the five dimensions of
ARY: mission, prayer, community,
Augustinian and Marian.

The topics have been extremely
varied and focused on the preferences of young people: pastoral tasks, Augustinian Recollect
charism, ARY itself, social commitment, cooperation projects, accompaniment, abuse prevention,
resilience, self-esteem, faith... This
program continues every Wednesday, open to anyone who wants it.

A special moment was the Eucharist held from the Monastery of
the Augustinian Recollects Nuns
in Lomas de Tecamachalco (Mexico). Some of the contemplative vocations have knocked on the doors

Writing the future

1

O

n August 1st Hugo Badilla
(Carthage, Costa Rica, 1982)
was ordained as priest in Pozos
de Santa Ana, Costa Rica. He will
carry out his ministerial work at
the Latin American Chaplaincie
in London, England, where he already resides regularly [photo 1].
The next day, August 2nd, Jordan
Isaías Tijerino (Rivas, Nicaragua,
1988) was ordained in the monastery of the Augustinian Recollects
Nuns un Guaraciaba do Norte
(Ceara, Brazil). He will continue
to accompany, now as a priest,
this people of God in the Parish of
Guaraciaba [photo 2].

2
3
Finally, nine young people are already Augustinian Recollects after their profession on Saturday,
August 1st in the novitiate of Monteagudo, Navarra, Spain. They are
natural from Brazil, Costa Rica,
Peru and Venezuela [photo 3].

Contact: publicaciones@agustinosrecoletos.org

