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I. The beginnings of Christianity in Mindanao   

As introduction to the missionary work of the Augustinian Recollects in 
Mindanao in the first decades of evangelization, let us hear what Father 
Toribio Minguella, future bishop of Puerto Rico and later Siguenza, Spain, 
wrote about it in his 1885 work Conquista espiritual de Mindanao por los 
agustinos Recoletos [Spiritual Conquest of Mindanao by the Augustinian 
Recollects]: “The spiritual conquest of that territory, a laborious and bloody 
conquest, because the Mindanaoans and the inhabitants of Jolo archipelago 
were of fierce warlike character and many of them were zealous believers of 
Islam and have opposed with steadfast refusal to accept the Gospel and, 
consequently, [Christian] civilization.”1      

Father Licinio Ruiz in the first volume of his Sinopsis histórica de la 
Provincia de San Nicolás de Tolentino (1925), has a rather poetic description 
of Mindanao and the Augustinian Recollect mission work: “…that land, the 
theater of great accomplishments, drenched with the blood of countless 
martyrs, the most precious feat of our history, civilized and Christianized at 
the cost of great sacrifices of our confreres, may we offer a tribute to all that 
legion of heroes, martyrs of the faith and civilization…”2 

The Augustinian Bishop Pedro de Arce of Cebu—in accordance with the 
wishes of Governor General Alonso Fajardo—entrusted the spiritual conquest 
of the huge island of Mindanao to the Recollects in March 1621. The 
pioneering missionaries commenced their zealous evangelization work in 
1622.   

We recall that Mindanao was visited by some missionaries in the past. 
The Augustinian Father Diego del Rosario, a native of Montemayor, Portugal, 
debarked at La Caldera near Zamboanga and for nine years untiringly worked 
all by himself for the conversion of Mindanao, half Muslim and half-pagan. 
“Through divine favor,” writes the Jesuit Father Francisco Combés, “Father 
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Diego successfully converted a great number of indomitable barbarians 
through fervent preaching, penance and daily prayers.3  

The Jesuits, Augustinians and secular clergy took turns in bringing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to the natives of Mindanao between 1596 and 
1612.4 The Spanish conquistador Esteban Rodríguez de Figueroa went to the 
land of the Moros of the Río Grande to attempt the conquest of the big island 
through the use of arms. He was with two Jesuits, Father Juan de Campo and 
Brother Gaspar Gómez.5 The Jesuits left Mindanao following the death of 
Esteban Rodríguez de Figueroa. The corregidor and the Spaniards of Butuan 
once again asked for Jesuits.  

The arrival of the two Jesuit missionaries in Butuan in 1596 signaled the 
beginning of the systematic Christianization of Mindanao, according to Father 
Miguel Bernad. 6  Upon the requests of Spanish encomenderos and their 
approval by the cathedral chapter of Manila sede vacante and Governor 
General Francisco Tello, the Jesuit superior of Cebu had dispatched Father 
Valerio de Ledesma who reached Butuan in November 1596. Father Manuel 
Martínez followed his confrere not long after.7 Their mission was intermittent 
and they abandoned the island in 1614.   

Father Pedro Xaraba and another Augustinian missionary tried again to 
gain foothold in Mindanao in 1599.8 Their efforts were of no avail. They 
retraced their steps to Cebu, convinced that only a just war could pave the way 
to an effective preaching. The people of Mindanao, he believed, were of 
“supreme ferocity.” Accompanied by an armada from Cebu, the Jesuits 
returned to Butuan, Cagayan and Camiguin where they converted three 
hundred people to Christianity. They again abandoned the ministries of 
Mindanao, citing as reason their dearth of personnel which forbade them to 
continue their evangelization effort in the big island. They also had to take 
spiritual charge of Leyte, Bohol and Samar as well as their school in Cebu 
City. The secular priests then took over their missions. They too withdrew to 
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Cebu because the mission of Mindanao could not give what was necessary for 
their sustenance and survival.9   

Father Alonso de San Bernardo, a Recollect missionary in Bayug, 
Siargao and Linao, recalled and acknowledged all the efforts of the past 
evangelizers. But the attempts were so isolated, discontinuous, and too 
sporadic to be effective. There was a lack of steadfastness and a clear and 
concrete program of action. Father Alonso spoke of sterile effort of the Jesuits 
during the year when they stayed at the fort of Tampacan. Not for that, 
however, one can discount those initial evangelization efforts. Without the 
predecessors’ hardships, the Augustinian Recollects’ activity could hardly 
turn out so fruitful. The southern part of Mindanao, however, had not been 
visited by any missionary.10 

In 1622 the Augustinian Recollect congregation considerably widened 
its missionary horizon. The reinforcements that were recruited by Father 
Rodrigo de San Miguel arrived from Spain in 1618. Added to these were 
vocations to the novitiate in Manila that made the opening of new mission 
fields possible. Towards the end of 1620 their superiors approached the bishop 
of Cebu requesting for new doctrinas. Bishop Pedro de Arce very gladly 
acceded to their petition. On 1 March 1621 he entrusted to the Recollects the 
whole northeastern portion of Mindanao, from Butuan to Cateel and Caraga, 
as well as the islands of Dinagat and Siargao. Father Rodrigo then designated 
two Recollects to establish a convent in Cebu which would later serve as base 
of mission expeditions to Mindanao. In 1622, the Recollect missionaries left 
Manila en route to the huge island. They passed by Cebu where Bishop Pedro 
de Arce gave them his blessing and words of encouragement.11  

There were eight Augustinian Recollect missionaries assigned for the 
evangelization of Mindanao between 1622 and 1623. According to the 
Recollect chronicler Father Diego de Santa Teresa, Father Juan de San Nicolás 
and Father Jacinto de San Fulgencio were the first missionaries to arrive in 
1622. They worked in Caraga and in the extensive area near Butuan River.12 
We know only the names of the two other missionaries: Miguel de Santa 
María, Juan de la Madre de Dios.13  These two religious and four others 
reached Mindanao in the latter part of 1623. A Recollect missionary was put 

 
9 DIEGO DE SANTA TERESA, Historia general de de Religiosos Descalzos del Orden de los 

Ermitaños del Gran Padre y Doctor de la Iglesia San Agustín de la Congregación de España 
y de las Indias III: 1651-1660 (Barcelona 1743) 297.   

10 Á. MARTÍNEZ CUESTA, The Augustinian Recollects, 16. 
11 ECHEVERRÍA, 93. 
12 DIEGO DE SANTA TERESA, 287.  
13 ECHEVERRÍA, 96. 



in charge of the fort of Tandag, which was constructed by Juan de Vega in 
order to put a stop to the raids by the Moros in the eastern coast of Mindanao.  

While the soldiers were busy protecting the new converts and ministers, 
the Recollects traveled to the hinterlands in search of souls for God. The 
initially suspicious natives were little by little won over to the Christian faith 
and civilization when they viewed the “goodness and meekness” of the 
Recollect missionaries who carried nothing but the breviary and crucifix. 
What the evangelizers did first was to convince and convert the principales—
leaders and influential families—of the settlements by employing “all possible 
means of sweetness and tenderness to win over their will.”14 The missionaries 
of all the religious orders had used this tried-and-tested strategy in the 
evangelization of the Philippines. 

On 6 February 1624 the governor general Alonso Fajardo split the island 
of Mindanao into two big divisions. The northeastern and eastern regions 
across an imaginary line that ran from Punta Sulauan down to Cape San 
Agustín were adjudicated to the Recollects. The Jesuits would take charge of 
that territory southwest along the same imaginary line. On 12 July 1628 his 
successor Juan Niño de Tabora confirmed the division. However, the 
misunderstandings and feuds between the two orders lasted for several more 
years, partially favored by a certain volubility of the bishop of Cebu. In 1637, 
acceding to the governor general’s decision, the Cebu prelate declared his 3 
March 1625 decree null and void in favor of the Recollects. Two months later, 
in May 1639 in another partial change of opinion, the bishop again handed the 
ministry of Bayug over to the Recollects.  

And the Recollect missionaries continued their strenuous task of 
establishing and developing the communities of converts to the Christian 
faith. Furthermore, they fervently defended their gains at all costs from Caraga 
rebels and Moro attackers. They zealously worked for Almighty God’s glory 
in their assigned portion of the vineyard of the Lord. 

II. Moro raids and Recollect responses  

“The history of the Augustinian Recollect missions in the Philippines, 
since the beginning, has undergone the trial by blood and fire,” declares the 
Recollect Church historian Fr. José Luis Sáenz. 15  Indeed, the Recollect 
missions in the Visayas, Mindanao, Palawan, Calamianes, Cuyo, Mindoro, 
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Tablas, Romblon, even in far-off Zambales and Bataan, had passed through 
and survived with Almighty God’s ever-present assistance the Moro pirates’ 
kidnap for ransom, robbery, rape, captivity, carnage, subsequent slavery or 
sale in slave markets, plunder, destruction, in short, “scorched-earth” policy. 
In the words of another Augustinian Recollect chronicler, these piratical raids 
left the province [of Calamianes and Palawan] “without churches, without 
population centers, without images, without sacred vessels, without Christians 
and without ministers.”16 Added to this was the apparent government neglect 
of far-flung missions and ministers who were left to fend for themselves in 
the defense of their Christian communities.  

The “killing spree” of Spanish missionaries at the hands of Moro 
invaders was very true in Mindanao. Father Minguella reports that in a span 
of eighteen years (1623-1641) the Moros martyred six Recollect ministers.17 
Four more would be added to the growing list in the next ten years. See the 
following table:  

    RELIGIOUS KILLED IN THE 17TH CENTURY  

Name  Year    Place           Manner of death 

Juan de la Madre de Dios 1623   Mindanao         Lanced  

Juan de San Nicolás  1624    Mindanao         Cast to the sea 

Jacinto de Jesús María 1631   Mindanao     Stabbed to death 

Juan de Santo Tomás 1631   Mindanao         Lanced 

Alonso de San José 1631   Mindanao         Beheaded 

Pedro de San Antonio 1631    Mindanao         Lanced  

Alonso de San Agustín  1637   Palawan*   Stabbed to death 

Juan de San Antonio 1640    Jolo              In prison 

Martin de la Ascensión 1645   Jolo              In prison 

Agustín de Santa María 1651   Mindanao          Lanced 

        * Fr. Alonso de San Agustín died in prison in Mindanao.  
   Sources: Introducción, in Estado general de la Orden 1936 (Madrid 1936); 

Francisco  SÁDABA,  Catálogo de los Religiosos Agustinos de la 
Provincia de San Nicolás de Tolentino de Filipinas desde 1606, en que 
llegó la primera misión, hasta nuestros días (Madrid 1906); Ángel  
MARTÍNEZ CUESTA, Historia de los Agustinos Recoletos I, 383.  
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The undeclared Moro war against Recollect mission lands of eastern and 
northern Mindanao commenced in November 1752. Attacked “with so much 
furor and ferocity, devoid of all types of succor, isolated from the national 
government’s attention and practically in the vicinity of the Moro homeland,” 
Caraga was the main target of the hostilities and brutality committed against 
the Christian converts. Both church and convent of Caraga were reduced to 
ashes. Siargao and its five visitas disappeared from the face of the earth. The 
district of Tandag lost two pueblos. The cabecera and five visitas of Butuan 
were annihilated. Nothing was left of all these places mentioned but “the 
memory that they had existed” once upon a time. 18   Decades later, the 
Recollects had to rebuild the pueblos from the rubble in various parts of 
Mindanao and start all over again their town-founding activities. 

A few missionaries were able to escape to the mountain fastness, like 
Father Andrés de la Santísima Trinidad who hid with the parishioners of 
Higaquit in the adjoining upland. After days of hunger and deprivations, he 
was captured and taken to a place near Lake Lanao. Captive for eight months, 
Father Andrés was eventually released in exchange for twenty slaves and 
payment of 400 pesos as ransom by the prior provincial. Father José de la 
Virgen del Niño Perdido, prior of Siargao, was not as fortunate as his confrere. 
He was seized by the Moros in Numancia in 1753 and his lifeless body was 
chopped into pieces.19  

The litany of Augustinian Recollect victims of Moro raids in the 18th 
century all over the Philippines is rather long.20 We can mention the sad fate 
of three religious: Father Rodrigo de los Dolores of Tandag declared a 
desaparecido; Father Antonio del Santo Cristo also of Tandag, taken hostage, 
a few days after died a natural death in 1755; Father Andrés de Jesús María, 
prior of their Calapan residence in Mindoro Island, kidnapped and taken to 
Jolo where he passed away after untold sufferings in 1754.21     

The Recollect provincial could not remain deaf and insensitive to the 
plight of his subjects and the faithful. With the government assistance, the 
costly punitive expeditions were soon organized. Some were rather 
unsuccessful, as the Moros continued their piratical raids with impunity well 
into the 19th century and farther north of the archipelago. But then there were 
also successes. We recall the great feats of El Padre Capitán of Butuan and 
Cagayan, Father Ramón Zueco of Cagayan, Father Miguel de la Concepción, 
Father Carlos de Jesús in Caraga, Father Bernardino de la Concepción, Father 
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Benito de San José, curate of Cateel, Father Marcelino Ortega in Camiguin, 
Father Valero de San Agustín in Caraga, Father Esteban de San José in Bislig 
and Father Pascual Ibáñez of Zamboanga.22 

The Moros became bolder through the years. A piratical attack by six 
hundred Moros even reached as far as Masinloc in Zambales in 1649. 
Providentially, the Recollect curate Father Francisco de San José bravely 
defended his town. He successfully drove the Moro raiding party to a nearby 
islet fronting Masinloc. The next day the missionary led a well-armed punitive 
raid, finished off the survivors and seized their provisions as war booty.23    

Another solution for the Moro onslaughts was the construction of 
bulwarks, forts and watchtowers which was in full swing in mid-18th century. 
In the now-extinct old town of Catarman, where Moros stopped over for 
replenishments of supplies, a stone fort was erected. In Caraga, an English 
merchant provided arms and ammunitions for its defense in exchange for 
cinnamon and other spices which abounded in the area. In Siargao, Cagayan, 
Butuan and other pueblos, forts with ramparts were constructed. All these 
defense structures in strategic locations soon proved effective resistance after 
all.      

The Spanish and Portuguese religious of the Province of Saint Nicholas 
were not all war freaks. They also had diplomats in their midst. There were 
three parish priests of Iligan who were endowed with great tact and diplomacy. 
Saint Nicholas Province had Father Francisco Jiménez de San Fermín, parish 
priest in 1864-1880, who attended the feasts and weddings of the Muslim 
brethren and enjoyed their music and festive atmosphere when invited by the 
datus and sultans.24 Father Clemente Ballesteros, at the helm of Iligan in 1880-
1885, would willingly act as an impartial arbiter of disagreements and small 
fights. This was his customary practice until the anti-Christian movement 
began. Some Muslim natives confessed to him that there were outside 
influences that urged them to attack Christian settlements.  

The valuable services of Father Juan Fernando Ruiz de la Virgen del 
Socorro25 as interpreter and intermediary were most useful when the Spanish 
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governor general commissioned the politico-military governor of Misamis 
Don Luis Huertas to visit pay a courtesy visit to the sultans of Lanao in 1886. 
The Recollect priest treated the Muslim leaders to imported drinks and cigars. 
His tactful move definitely prevailed over their initial mistrust and suspicions. 
It had been years since the Spanish colonial authorities had made similar steps. 
Father Ruiz had lived in Iligan in 1882-1883 and 1885-1892. Subsequently, 
he was designated missionary of María Cristina and Initao in 1892-1897. He 
therefore knew what kind people he was dealing with. 

Yet when critical times called for the defense and protection of his flock 
in Iligan, Father Juan Fernando Ruiz was not one to shy away from his 
obligation. He begged off from joining the punitive expedition against the 
Moros of southern Lanao who in September 1890 had treacherously attacked 
Manticao, a visita of his parish of Iligan. He said he was alone in his parochial 
duties and kept his hands busy in the hospitals caring for the ill and wounded 
troops. Yet he drew a map of the region of southern Lanao which indicated 
the weak and strong points of the Maranao defenses, which was later used by 
the troops of the punitive raid.   

III. The polemics of 185926 

The secularization controversy was the perennial dispute on the control 
and division of parishes in colonial Philippines. The conflict boiled down to 
the animosities between the Spanish friars and the Filipino secular clergy. But 
we have to take into account the roots of the bitter fratricidal conflict within 
the Church. In 1768 Archbishop Basilio Sancho de Santas Justa y Rufina 
implemented the decree of expulsion of the members of the Society of Jesus 
from the Spanish colony. The secular clergy and the Augustinian Recollect 
friars who supervised the eastern Mindanao missions and parishes took over 
the doctrinas that the Jesuits abandoned in the Mindanao as well as those in 
Visayas and Cavite. Not enough secular priests could occupy the vacant 
curacies. A seminary was established for the crash formation of the secular 
clergy who turned out to be incompetent men of the cloth, of deficient moral 
character and who conducted scandalous lives. The archbishop himself had to 
denounce these secular priests. 
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In January 1769 the last two Jesuits in Mindanao packed up their things 
upon receipt of the royal decree of expulsion issued by Charles III. They soon 
left Zamboanga and were put  on board a ship that conveyed them out of the 
Philippines. Three months earlier, on 5 October 1768, the six members of the 
Society of Jesus in Iligan had received notice of the expulsion decree. Eight 
Jesuits supervised the spiritual administration of about 10,000 Christians in 
Zamboanga, Dapitan [with Ylaya and Dipolog], Iligan [with Initao] and 
Misamis and the two mission stations of Bayug and Lubungan.27 The Jesuit 
missions were handed over to eight Augustinian Recollects.28 

In 1768 Saint Nicholas province had eight missionaries assigned to 
extensively far-flung northern and northeastern doctrinas: Camiguin, 
Cagayan, Butuan, Surigao, Tandag and Bislig, on top of their several mission 
stations. In all, they had spiritual jurisdiction of over 14,000 souls before 
accepting the Jesuit missions.  

Almost a century later, the Society of Jesus was restored in the Spanish 
dominions through the royal decree of 19 October 1852. Five years later, on 
26 November 1857 the Dominican Bishop Romualdo Jimeno of the Diocese 
of Cebu, whose extensive episcopal jurisdiction at that time comprised the 
entire Visayas, Mindanao, Sulu and Marianas Islands, sent a memorial to the 
Queen of Spain Isabel II asking for members of the Society of Jesus. He 
wanted the Jesuits in the southern and southeastern territories of Mindanao.29 
The extremely vast territory consisted of Bislig, Davao, Polloc, Zamboanga 
province, Basilan and other islands. Indeed, there was enough territory for 
missionary endeavor for everyone because Mindanao had over one and half 
million souls that included Christians, Muslims and hinterland pagans.   

On 30 July 1859, eve of the feast of the Jesuit founder Saint Ignatius of 
Loyola, the Spanish monarch issued the royal decree.30 The reigning Queen 
Isabel II ordered that the spiritual administration of the whole Mindanao and 
its component islands be ceded to the Society of Jesus. The objective was to 
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set up bases from which the Jesuits were to evangelize the non-Christian 
peoples in the interior. Parish-grabbing in colonial Philippines was not exactly 
new and uncommon. In the process, old controversies were rekindled. New 
wounds were reopened. In the light of the very delicate situation of the 
country, the royal order was evidently ill-advised.  

Article XIII of the pro-Jesuit royal order provided that “when the mission 
of the Society of Jesus shall have been sent to Mindanao, it shall take charge 
of the spiritual administration, [and] the existing curacies shall be taken over 
by its personnel when available and in the manner most convenient to them.”31 
The 30 July 1859 decree dispossessed the Congregation of Augustinian 
Recollects of all its parishes and visitas in Mindanao, both the old doctrinas 
and those created after the Jesuit expulsion: “…not only the new missions 
[founded by Recollects after 1768] would be under their [Jesuits’] 
supervision, but also the older towns along the coast held by the Recoletos, 
which would serve as bases from which the missions into the interior of the 
island would work.”32 

On 10 September 1861, feast of the Augustinian Saint Nicholas of 
Tolentino who had been patron of Philippine Recollects since time 
immemorial and after whom the missionary province was named, the Queen 
of Spain issued the highly controversial pro-Recollect royal decree from the 
royal palace at San Ildefonso. Queen Isabela II’s order and the War and 
Overseas Ministry’s subsequent directive no. 324 [dated 1 November 1861] 
were conveyed by Governor General José Lémery to the Recollect prior 
provincial on 6 February 1862. The contentious royal decree is as follows: 

In order to resolve any doubt which might occur with respect to the 
compliance of Article XIII of the 30 July 1859 decree relative to the 
reestablishment of the government in the island of Mindanao, in which it 
prescribed that the actual parish priests be replaced by the missionaries of 
the Society of Jesus, the queen has thought it proper to state that the 
foundation and subsequent development of the active missions in said island 
correspond exclusively to these missionaries and the same [missionaries]  
must take charge of the administration of the curacies and doctrinas already 
reduced by the Augustinian Recollect religious as these parishes become 
vacant through the death or transferal of those who are in charge of them 
with canonical collation or under the title of econome.  And Her Majesty, 
wishing to grant some indemnification at the same time and to give a proof 
of the appreciation with which she looks at the distinguished services 
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rendered by the above-mentioned Augustinians, has seen fit to grant to the 
province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino the administration of parishes of the 
province of Cavite, and others served by the native clergy, according as they 
become vacant in the manner cited with respect to those in Mindanao which 
are under the charge of the mentioned Recollect missionaries.33 

The pro-Recollect decree was met with stiff opposition by the Spanish 
secular priest Pedro Peláez, then vicar capitular of the cathedral chapter in the 
Archdiocese of Manila sede vacante. He wrote two memorials (18 December 
1861, 10 March 1862) to the governor general and the Spanish monarch. He 
brilliantly defended the rights and prerogatives of the archbishop and the 
interests of the secular Filipino clergy. But the two memorials were of no 
avail. After Father Peláez’s untimely death in the rubble of the Manila 
cathedral in the wake of the tremors of June 1863, Father Jose A. Burgos took 
up the cudgels in behalf of the Filipino secular clergy. The royal decree had 
been implemented by colonial government in 1862.  

In Mindanao, the Augustinian Recollect missionaries were taken aback, 
bewildered and dismayed because their parishes and missions—especially 
those they themselves had founded at the start of the evangelization period in 
the 17th century—were taken away from them when “they were doing more 
and better in the conversion of the heathens and in the formation of new 
pueblos.” And there was no prior consultation, no due process at all. 
Nevertheless, the cession of Recollect parishes to the Society of Jesus was 
done in a very peaceful and tranquil manner.  

Below is the list of towns/parishes34 with the year in which the Recollects 
handed them over to the Society of Jesus. Included too is the Christian 
population of the towns.  

 Town    Year of Cession  Population 

1. Tetuan        1862      2,715 

2. Isabela        1862         378 

3. Zamboanga 1865            11,477  

4. Polloc         1865            382 

5. Davao        1868      1,064 

 
33 L. RUIZ, Sinopsis I,  264-265; M. CARCELLER, Historia general XI,  568;  SCHUMACHER, 
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6. Dapitan       1870 5,860 

7. Lubungan    1870 2,040 

8. Surigao        1871  5,480 

9. Higaquit      1872   4,643  

10. Bislig       1873   7,606  

11. Mainit       1875   3,341 

12. Butuan      1875   5,569 

13. Bunawan   1875  1,807  

14. Balingasag 1877  8,762              

15. Dinagat      1878   3,618              

16. Cantilan     1879   9,676  

17. Salvador    1879         4,989             

18. Jasaan        1882         5,849 

19. Numancia  1883         3,365 

        TOTAL    88,613 

Another problem arose eventually. For over two decades the Society of 
Jesus had not fully and quickly complied with the 1859 royal decree. The 
Recollect prior provincial had already written letters (September 1880, 
January 1882, October 1882, December 1882) to the governor general—
copies furnished to the Jesuit superior—urgently requesting the continued 
transfer of the parishes. Recollect missionaries in remote parishes were 
isolated from their confreres. Their provincial found it rather grueling and 
perilous to conduct his canonical visitation to those far-off subjects and 
curacies.  

In 1883, twenty-years after the pro-Jesuit royal order was issued, twelve 
curacies still remained in Recollect hands through no fault of their own. 
Numancia and Cabuntog were handed over to the Jesuits in July and August 
1883, respectively. Lianga and Tandag were to change hands only in July 
1884. In exchange, the Recollects were given an equal number of parishes, as 
expected: Lubang in Mindoro Island, San Juan de Bocboc/Bolbok in Batangas, 
and the two Cavite parishes of Maragondon and Magallanes which all 
belonged to the Archdiocese of Manila.35  
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Thereafter nothing remarkable happened. Moreover, on 14 July 1887 
Father Toribio Minguella, vicar provincial and commissary general in Madrid, 
addressed a memorial to the Spanish Overseas Minister, “asking for a very 
small portion of that huge territory to be reserved for us.”36 Mindanao, “the 
land spiritually conquered by our ancestors,” Minguella continues, “and 
sustained by us at the cost of blood and sacrifices, is the most brilliant page of 
our history.” He acknowledged that every indemnification in the Manila 
archdiocese for a Mindanao curacy had brought deep resentment among the 
native clergy. The future Recollect bishop argued that the archbishop of 
Manila should set aside a curacy to compensate the meritorious services 
rendered by his deserving native clergy.37 Thus, he sought the suspension of 
the 10 September 1861 royal decree. Prior to this letter, Father Minguella had 
authored a highly informative pamphlet Conquista espiritual de Mindanao 
por los agustinos recoletos, published at Valladolid, Spain, in 1885.   

The Recollect provincial in Manila could do no less but to endorse 
Minguella’s petition. Pablo Pastells, the Jesuit superior in Mindanao, refuted 
Minguella’s arguments, saying that Mindanao was much earlier Christianized 
by St. Francis Xavier, the first missionary of the island “according to the bull 
of canonization, and it was systematically evangelized in 1596 by Father 
Valerio de Ledesma and confreres who “watered that blessed land with their 
sweat and even with their blood.”38 

On 9 September 1887, however, a decree from the Overseas Ministry 
declared the suspension of the 1861 royal order. It put an end to the 
indemnifications of vacant parishes in Manila and their cession to the 
Recollects. It further mandated that the vacated curacies in the District of 
Misamis “be provided with ministers of the Order of the Recollects of Saint 
Augustine.”39     

IV. Creation/development of towns/parishes in Northern Mindanao 

      A. Misamis Occidental  

1. Misamis [now Ozamiz]. Misamis began as a Spanish garrison and 
fort which guarded the Christian inhabitants of Daisog, later called Manella 
[present-day Lopez Jaena town].40 After the Jesuit expulsion, the Recollects 
took over the doctrina in 1769. Father Francisco Jiménez de San Fermín, 
parish priest for two decades, evangelized the extensive coastal area up to 
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Baliangao. Father Constancio Asensio constructed the church of three naves, 
made of finest wood and tabique pampango. The convent—one of the best in 
the district—is the work of Father Pascual Bermejo. Several times 
expeditionary officers, troops, engineers and guests from Manila and Cebu 
stayed at the convent for many days. In 1880, Father Bermejo formed and 
armed a contingent of defenders of Misamis Christians against Moro invading 
forces. The parish priests could easily recruit hundreds of volunteers in 
Misamis and were able to bring the war into the heart of Moro country down 
south.  

2. Oroquieta. A former impoverished visita of Jiménez then named 
Layauan, the town and parish of Oroquieta became independent from its 
matrix in 1886. The parochial jurisdiction was then entrusted to the first and 
last parish priest Father Tomás Casado who worked tirelessly to establish in 
Oroquieta a model pueblo and parish in the district.41 The Recollect parish 
curate likewise attended to the spiritual needs of the people of Langaran, now 
Plaridel town. In Oroquieta, Father Casado constructed a provisional church, 
two solid school edifices for boys and girls, a big cemetery, a sturdy bridge, a 
spacious public market, a beautiful kumbento and a strong casa tribunal. By 
November 1898 when Father Casado was ordered by the prior provincial to 
leave Oroquieta, the population had gone up to 12,200 from about five 
hundred souls in 1887.  

3. Langaran [now Plaridel]. Created into a parish in 1886 from two 
pueblos, Daisog or Manella and Baliangao. Its first parish curate was the 
Recollect Father Buenaventura Marrodán whose primary concern was the 
spiritual wellbeing of his parishioners.42 He promoted the devotion of the 
perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and organized a confraternity of 
Saint Joseph. He prepared countless adults for their baptism. He then arranged 
for the construction of a very strong kumbento with molave as harigues. Next 
he erected a provisional church edifice made of tabique pampango. When the 
locust plague devastated the pueblo’s rice plantation, Father Marrodán urged 
the planting of camote and root crops. He was succeeded by Father Celestino 
Ballesteros who began the construction of the stone church which was 
interrupted by the Revolution in 1898. Earlier, he was able to finish a school 
edifice for boys, made of strong materials, and a casa tribunal, made of 
carefully chosen wood.  

4. Aloran. An erstwhile visita of Jimenez, the town of Aloran became 
an independent parish in 1894 with Father José Abad as parish priest.43 It had 
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a population of 4,438. Father Francisco Jiménez de San Fermín had known 
the existence of this settlement as early as 1854 and visited the place regularly. 
A small church and two schools for boys and girls were built upon his advice. 
The succeeding curates of Jimenez parish worked for the construction of the 
very strong kumbento which was finished by Father Abad. This Recollect 
missionary further preached the Gospel to the Subanons in the hinterlands and 
baptized a great number of them. In 1897-1898 the molave logs needed for 
the church edifice were cut down in the forests of Tangub, thirteen to fourteen 
leagues away, and 115 men were hired to take one sole molave log from the 
mountain to the coastline of Tangub. Father Abad supervised the construction 
of bridges and the roads were built in 1896-1897.  

5. Loculan [present-day Clarin]. A visita of Misamis until 1893, when 
Loculan was created into a curacy to attend to the spiritual needs of the 
parishioners. It already had a chapel in 1838. Father Gervasio Margallón was 
its parish priest from 1893 until November 1898.44 A decent kumbento and 
provisional church were erected in spite the little cooperation he got from the 
principalía. Because of the difficulty of communication, Father Margallón 
exerted every effort to construct a very strong bridge against all odds. 
According to the talk of the town, the finished bridge withstood the weight of 
300 carabaos that crossed it at one time. He directed the opening of the streets 
in the town and construction of edifices. He reconstructed the church edifice, 
replacing the rotten columns and foundations with molave.  

6. Tudela. Father Antonio Olleta, a native of Tudela, Navarre, Spain, 
and parish priest of Misamis in 1863-1865, founded the visita of Tudela.45 
Father Gervasio Margallón worked indefatigably for the material and spiritual 
improvement of the visita of Tudela since 1893.46 There was a big community 
of Subanons under the jurisdiction of Loculan. A great number of people from 
Bohol migrated to this pueblo and increased the population by leaps and 
bounds so that in 1893 a parish was at last created. In 1895 the Recollect 
Father Cipriano Chocarro was assigned to Tudela. The first priority project of 
both Margallón and Chocarro was the construction of a road that led to the sea 
and another to both Loculan and Jimenez. Rain or shine, in sickness and in 
health, they finally finished the road which the people used to transport huge 
quantities of abaca. Another project was a beautiful public fountain whose 
water source was a natural spring. A provisional church with three retablos 
was erected.    

 
44 Ibid., 294-295. 
45 SÁDABA, 497.  
46 L. RUIZ, Sinopsis I, 295-296. 



7. Jimenez. Founded as a visita of Misamis during the parochial 
administration of Father Francisco Jiménez de San Fermín, the parish of 
Palilan became an independent parish only in 1859.47 Father Roque Azcona 
was its first parish priest and served the curacy until 1883.48 To honor the 
memory of the tireless Recollect missionary and founder who evangelized the 
eastern coast from Misamis to Baliangao, Palilan was deservedly renamed 
Jimenez. There at the churchyard the statue of the Recollect missionary was 
erected. The new pueblo had five visitas then: namely, Aloran, Finis [renamed 
San Vicente], Layauan [now Oroquieta], Manella and Langaran [present-day 
Plaridel]. At the outset, Jimenez only had 3,000 souls. By 1882, the population 
grew to 20,822. Layauan and Langaran had to be separated to form new 
independent parishes in 1886. Aloran followed suit in 1894. In 1897, Jimenez 
had 7,988 inhabitants.   

The old Jimenez town used to be near a river but a great deluge flooded 
the town once. The disaster caused the destruction of houses and 
disappearance of countless domestic animals, but providentially no human 
casualties were reported. The parish priest and the town principalía decided to 
move the town to its present site which at that time was but a jungle. In 1862, 
Father Roque Azcona commenced the construction of the magnificent church 
with three naves and a portico. The Recollect church was made of 
mampostería [cal y canto, cut stone and lime] and it had beams of choice wood. 
The church was placed under the spiritual patronage of Saint John the Baptist. 
Father Azcona also constructed the casa tribunal and a school edifice of 
tabique pampango divided into two rooms, one for girls and another for boys. 
A cal y canto cemetery was built in two months. He further supervised the 
contruction of two irrigation channels and a dike made of mampostería. In 
1882, the Spanish governor of the Misamis district commissioned the building 
of bridges and roads, especially the main road that linked Jimenez to  
Baliangao in the north and Loculan in the south, a distance of fourteen leagues. 
Most of all, he promoted the plantation of abaca, palay, corn, coconuts, coffee 
and cacao.49  

During the term of the successor Father José Abad, the choir loft, retablo 
in the main altar, the pavement, ceiling with paintings were finished. Molave 
replaced the anay-infested middle columns of the church interior. This was 
the most expensive construction project during Father Abad’s term.50  
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The very solid belltower was built by Father Constancio Asensio with a 
clock metalwork mounted in 1896. A magnificent church organ was ordered 
from Casa Roqués y Compañía in Zaragoza, Spain, and installed in 1894. 
Father Asensio commissioned the painters Julio Sanz Cruzado of Bilbao, 
Spain, and his nephew Ybarguen to paint the whole church interior in early 
1898. Julio Sanz Cruzado was later killed by the revolutionaries of the district. 

Recollect parish priests Gervasio Magallón and José Abad left a lasting 
legacy in Jimenez: they organized a musical band and church choir, which in 
due time became, indisputably, the best in the province.  

For the Moro Wars, the people of Jimenez built big boats to ferry troops 
and provisions to the Spanish camps in Tangub, Dalanaacan and Maranding. 
This could not have been possible without the complete trust laid by the 
Christian population of Jimenez on their Recollect parish priests.  

      B. Misamis Oriental     

1. Cagayan de Oro. A Recollect mission since 1622 up to the end of the 
Spanish regime, it was served through the centuries by dauntless missionaries 
like Father Agustín de San Pedro, Simón Loscos, Ramón Zueco. The first 
temple of God in Cagayan was burned down in 1831. Father Francisco Villas 
prepared the blueprints for the next church with a hefty budget of 15,000 pesos. 
The provincial governor contributed the measly sum of 400 pesos to the 
church project. Father Simón Loscos took over the post in May 1845 and two 
months after he began the project of the future cathedral of Cagayan de Oro. 
His amiable character and good will won the eager support of the principales 
and the common people. Father Loscos blest the still unfinished church in 
solemn rites on 5 March 1848, and three years later put the church 
construction to its happy conclusion. The whole Christian community, headed 
by Don José Corrales, wholeheartedly cooperated with Recollect missionary’s 
church project.    

The kutá in Cagayan was built in the 1730s. It served as a sure refuge of 
defense of the Christian residents in unnumbered occasions.   

Father Juan Alegre de los Dolores, a noteworthy parish priest of Cagayan 
(1788-1806), scoured the uplands of Cagayan to preach the Gospel to the 
natives. 51  Apparently, he led further a military expedition against the 
followers of Mamilano who lived in the mountains of Cagayan in 1800, for 
which Governor General Rafael Ma. Aguilar commended him.52  
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In the Recollect annals of the history of Mindanao, the name and memory 
of Father Ramón Zueco promptly stood out. As parish administrator of 
Cagayan for twenty-eight consecutive years (1861-1889), he made missionary 
sallies to the mountains of Tagoloan and visited the outlying settlements of 
Linabo and Sumilao. He did everything for the moral and material welfare of 
the settlers there. During the military campaign against Jolo of 1876 headed 
by General Malcampo, Father Zueco showed up in Zamboanga with his  450 
Visayan troops all set to bring the war right in the home and hideout of the 
Moros. Some 450 more volunteers from the Recollect-administered parishes 
of Mindanao were placed on reserve at Cagayan, at his beck and call when 
necessary.53  

2. Alubijid. Founded in 1866, Alubijid had Father Julián Bujo as its first 
parish priest. The new parish was placed under the religious patronage of the 
Holy Cross.54 The pueblos of El Salvador and Hulogan were once under its 
parochial jurisdiction.55  In the 1860s, a smallpox epidemic decimated the 
population of Alubijid. Over 400 children perished from the viral plague. It 
had two populous visitas, Pangauan and Altubo. In El Salvador town, the three 
retablos of the church were finished in 1896 and a fiesta was celebrated by the 
faithful in gratitude and tribute to Our Lady of Snows.  

3. Iponan. A former visita of Cagayan, Iponan [indistinctly named 
Hiponan] was separated as a parish from its matrix on 1 April 1853, according 
to our oft-cited Licinio Ruiz.56 In Marcellán’s historical account, the patron 
saint of the new parish was Saint William. 57  But Fidel de Blas, another 
Recollect historian, future prior provincial and prior general, affirmed that 
Iponan was created as a parish in 1850. 58  Father Isidro Hernández was 
probably its second parish priest (1851-1859).59 His successor Father Benito 
Tutor was at the helm of the curacy from 1859 to 1882, and again from 1884 
until the Revolution in 1898.60   

Iponan had two visitas, Pigtao and Opol. The three Recollect priests who 
served the parish exerted singular effort to construct the church edifices, 
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“convenient and decent for the divine worship as well as for the parish priests’ 
quarters.” The church of Iponan, though not one of the best in the region, was 
a sturdy edifice and had attracted the attention of everyone for its svelte 
structure and cleanliness. The kumbento, built at Father Tutor’s personal 
expenses, was “a veritable palace” not so much for its elegant decoration and 
great dimensions as for the paintings brought from Rome, Italy.  

The curacy suffered the same lot as Cagayan and other Christian 
communities in the district. And like their neighbors, Iponan men stood their 
ground and defended their families and property from sudden Moro raids. 
When Father Ramón Zueco led a punitive expedition to the Moros of Jolo in 
1876, the Christian community of Iponan unhesitatingly dispatched a 
contingent of valiant warriors.  

From a small town of 3,315 souls in 1851, Iponan had doubled its 
population to 6,602 on the eve of the Revolution.  

4. Iligan. The new parish of Iligan placed under the patronage of Saint 
Michael the Archangel was separated from Misamis in 1836.61 The actual 
town of Iligan, according existing Recollect records, is somewhat modern. It 
was probably the Recollect minister of Misamis who was constrained to 
transfer the old pueblo of Iligan towards the interior and present location 
because the sea had eaten up part of its former site. This relocation took place 
circa 1780. A new strong church was erected and an enclosure or kutá, made 
of stone, sand, lime and molave was built for the defense of the Christian 
populace. A military detachment of eighteen soldiers under a Spanish officer 
was stationed in the fort.62 In 1633 the Recollect Father Agustín de San Pedro, 
El Padre Capitán, proposed to gain foothold in Iligan, whether for defense 
purposes or base of operations for attacks against Moro pirates when 
necessary, especially when a fort had just been built in Maraue [now 
Marawi].63 The plan was disapproved by the powers-that-be at that time and 
at once shelved.64   

   C. Camiguin Island 

1. Catarman. Also known as Catadman, the mission of Catarman dates 
back to 1622—the first year of Recollect evangelization. It was said some six 
hundred souls were eventually baptized by the first Recollect missionary. The 
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parish was put under San Roque as its principal patron saint.65 Two more 
pueblos—Mambajao and Sagay— existed at the start of the 18th century, as 
proven by a document setting up the territorial limits.  

Catarman is remembered in Recollect history for two personalities: 
Father Francisco de Santa Teodora (1716-1764) and Father Pedro [Jiménez 
González] de Santa Bárbara (1722-1794). The people witnessed the only 
homicide in the whole of Camiguin in 1764. Father Francisco de Santa 
Teodora, parish priest since 1761, had a long talk with a rebel leader. With 
some local authorities he led to the place, the Recollect was trying to bring the 
remontados back to the fold of law. The gobernadorcillo of Mambajao, who 
had an ax to grind against the remontado, arrived and saw what was going on. 
With all his strength, the town executive hurled a spear at the rebel chief who 
defended himself adroitly. With his shield, the remontado deflected the spear 
which hit instead the innocent missionary, piercing his chest. Father Francisco 
was killed on the spot.66  

Father Pedro de Santa Bárbara had already proved his worth earlier in 
Bohol.67 The curate of Camiguin with residence at Catarman (1782-1791) 
condoled deeply with his parishioners who suffered much from frequent Moro 
incursions against their community and carted off with their hapless residents 
and property. Father Pedro then organized a punitive raid against the Moros 
whose hideout was in Balingoan along the coast of northern Mindanao 
fronting Camiguin. Two large boats were built under Father Pedro’s 
supervision, and the armed Camigueños shortly after sailed to Balingoan and 
fiercely attacked the unwary Moros. They inflicted so many casualties among 
the enemy that for so many years Catarman was free of Moro raids.68   

We can add two more missionaries: Father Juan Martín del Rosario and 
Father Luis Gómez de San José. Towards the close of the 17th century, both 
church and kumbento of Catarman were razed to the ground by Moro raiding 
parties. Father Juan Martín built a bigger church and kumbento. It took him 
ten years to finish the church (1806-1816). These same structures would be 
ruined in 1871 by volcanic eruptions.69 The Recollect priest constructed the 
churches of Mambajao and Sagay as well.  
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Another parish priest Father Luis Gómez, who administered the curacy 
in 1843-1858, was best remembered by Catarman folks: well-known for his 
all-out generosity for his impoverished parishioners as well as for his military 
skills. He successfully defeated the Moro attackers and rescued the kidnapped 
parishioners.70   

The most horrifying event that the inhabitants of old Catarman could 
hardly cast into oblivion was the violent eruptions of the old volcano in 
February and May 1871. The first church built by Father Juan Martín del 
Rosario was destroyed during the eruption. Tourists and sight-seers now view 
the ruins of the old Gui-ob church. Providentially, only seventy people 
perished. Those who had time to escape at the time of the eruption crossed the 
sea to the coastal pueblo of Balingasag. A great number of residents trekked 
to the safety of the pueblo of Sagay. Untold however were the human 
casualties in the village of Lobo within the danger zone of the volcano. In the 
wake of the natural catastrophe, the parish priest Father Antonio Preciado 
viewed the desolation. Not wanting the same disaster to happen again, he 
decided to transfer Catarman down south. A new temple of God had to be 
constructed. The materials for the small kumbento came from what could be 
salvaged from the ruined church.71   

2. Sagay. The town of Sagay is located at the foot of the highest 
mountain of the island where palay, corn, tobacco, cacao and root crops were 
cultivated for their sustenance. Abaca likewise grew in abundance. Sagay 
under the Marian patronage of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary acquired the 
status of a parish in 1848.72 It was but a league away from the new town matrix 
of Catarman. From the mountain side flowed nine or ten rivers and creeks that 
watered the few plains planted with palay.   

At the start of the 19th century, the Christians of the visita of Sagay 
already had a primitive church. Father Juan Martín del Rosario, parish priest 
of Catarman and the whole island of Camiguin, began the construction of the 
mampostería church of the visita in 1805.  

Father Fernando Ramos was appointed the first parish priest of Sagay in 
June 1848. A secular priest took over his post when he was appointed prior of 
San Sebastian Convent in Manila. Among the successors was Father Juan 
Francisco Marqués del Rosario73 assigned to Sagay on 4 November 1865 
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when he was presented by the vice royal patron and governor general to serve 
the curacy. He extended the mampostería church of Father Juan Martín, as it 
had resulted too small for the population of 4,327 in 1867. In 1879, it had 
increased to 5,482 souls. 74  He also renovated the kumbento. As did his 
confreres in Misamis and Camiguin, Father Marqués supervised the 
construction of new roads and the improvement of old ones. He was building 
a solid bell-tower when tragedy struck Sagay in 1883 and almost annihilated 
its residents.      

Father Marqués was the only priest to have passed away and to have been 
laid to rest in Sagay. He was assisting his ailing parishioners during the 
cholera outbreak of 1883 that wreaked havoc on the Visayas and Mindanao 
and laid wasted on the population of Sagay when he too fell ill and received 
the last Sacraments from his confrere Father Constancio Asensio of Catarman 
parish. At age 46, Father Marqués died of cholera on 2 July, a victim in the 
line of duty.75 Forty cholera victims were interred on that same day in the 
public cemetery.76 

Father Valentín Utande succeeded the lamented priest. He built a school 
for boys, plus a room for the teacher. A kumbento in Guinsiliban, then a visita 
of Sagay, was constructed during his term. The parish priest of Sagay, Father 
Santiago Álvarez, replaced Father Utande in February 1889. He supervised 
the construction of a good road for carriages up to the boundary with Catarman 
and four wooden bridges. He likewise opened a two-kilometer long road to 
Guinsiliban with four big bridges. Unmindful of the hefty expenditures, he 
restored the church and convent, besides building a sacristy with beautiful 
stained-glass windows. A school for girls and a house for their teacher were 
also built. Father Álvarez departed for Manila upon orders of the prior 
provincial on 30 November 1898.77     

3. Mahinog. In 1860, Mahinog [in some records, Majinog] was 
separated from its matrix Sagay and created into an independent parish under 
the spiritual patronage of Saint Michael the Archangel. 78  Father Aniceto 
Grima del Rosario was presented as its parish priest by the vice royal patron 
on 18 September 1860.79 At the outset, there were only 2,300 souls in the new 
parish; in 1879 the population rose to 4,382. 80  He would attend to their 
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spiritual needs up to the end of the Spanish regime. As there was no church, 
kumbento or roads, it was the lot of Father Grima to lay the foundations for 
the infrastructure in the new town. He was fortunate to have hard-working and 
dedicated parishioners who were all immigrants from the island of Bohol. 
Without any subsidy from the Spanish government whatsoever but sheer hard 
work and cooperation of his parishioners, first he constructed the very solid 
kumbento. Then he supervised the construction of the seven-kilometer stretch 
of a straight road across mangrove swamps and forested areas.  

Then Father Grima, who ably acted as director of public works, prepared 
the materials for his next project: a decent temple of God. At the outset, for 
his church project he only had two hundred pesos in his pocket, four carpenter-
apprentices, but a great deal of generosity and famed industry of his Boholano 
parishioners. He acquired logs for the harigues of the church edifice. By 1894, 
Father Grima—already 61 years old—was putting the finishing touches to his 
church with three naves and walls made of tabique pampango. His last project 
was the elegant belfry, neo-Gothic in style, with four bells.  

4. Mambajao. The foundation year of Mambajao, the “most important 
pueblo” of Camiguin, was 1855 with the Augustinian Nicholas of Tolentino 
as patron saint.81 Since the early part of the 19th century, Mambajao already 
had an old church built under the supervision of Father Juan Martín. The 
parish priest in 1856 was Father Valero Salvo de San Sebastián who passed 
away at age 69 in Mambajao on 10 January 1860.82 He had been previously 
parish priest of Catarman (1826-1839) and Tagbilaran (1839-1856). In 1879, 
Mambajao had a population of 5,246 souls and 1,684 tributes.83  The last 
Augustinian Recollect priest Father Dionisio Pueyo was assigned to 
Mambajao in 1890-1891 and 1894-1898. 84  The construction of the new 
parochial church under his supervision was already in full swing when the 
Revolution put it to a complete stop, and Father Pueyo had to leave for Manila 
upon orders of his prior provincial.    

V. Outstanding Augustinian Recollects of Mindanao 

1. Fray Agustín de San Pedro 

Dubbed as El Padre Capitán for his heroic exploits at the height of the 
Moro Wars, Fr. Agustín de San Pedro (1599-circa 1660) epitomizes the 17th-
century missionary who erected fortress-like temples, forts, palisades and 
watchtowers to shield his flock from pirates and was often depicted as a 
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soldier of God wielding the cross in one hand and brandishing the sword in 
the other. A native of Braganza, Portugal, he joined the Order in Spain. 
Agustín de San Pedro (whose family name was Rodríguez) studied at the 
University of Salamanca. He afterward entered the Recollect convent at 
Valladolid, making his profession in 1619. At Portillo, Valladolid, he devoted 
himself to the study of mathematics, and especially of military science to such 
an extent that “his superiors commanded him to desist from these as unsuited 
to the religious profession.” In 1623 he departed for the Philippines, where he 
was assigned to Mindanao, spending there many years. His military studies 
were made useful in defending the missions against Moro raids, and training 
the Christians to fight their enemies successfully; and he was known 
throughout the Philippines as Padre Capitán, a name that caused terror among 
Moros. He labored in God’s vineyard in Butuan, Cagayan and Tandag in 
Mindanao. The remnants of stone forts and churches in Lanao, Cagayan de 
Oro, Romblon and Banton silently pay tribute to El Padre Capitan’s 
commitment and defense of Christianity as well as to his parishioners’ courage 
and love of freedom. He was parish priest of Cagayan and prior of its convent 
for a total of thirteen years (1626-1638, 1641-1642), Butuan (1638-1641, 
1642-1644), Romblon (1644-1651) and secretary provincial (1651-1653). 85  

A Recollect chronicler described the Padre Capitán’s great deeds:  
[Father Agustín] surrounded the village [Cagayan] with a high stockade 

with its sentry-boxes and towers for the sentinels who stood watch at night, 
by means of which they were safe from the continual ambushes of the enemy. 
He taught the Indians how to make sallies, to shoot, and to spy out those who 
were in ambush, and in fine carried himself as the most skilful captain. The 
tyrant Cachil Corralat [Sultan Kudarat] was very angry that a small village 
like Cagayan should resist his power, and desired to finish it once for all. He 
launched his fleet of more than thirty caracoas manned by the best of his men 
and equipped with military supplies. The preparation of the enemy was 
learned, and the father prior sent to Caraga for some soldiers. Six soldiers 
and one hundred Indians came. A sudden alarm was sounded to call in those 
who were distant in their fields. The enemy disembarked more than two 
thousand Moros in order to attack the village; but they found so stout 
resistance that they returned, fleeing in disgrace. All that gave great 
annoyance to Corralat, and he was grieved to his very soul that the [Father] 
Captain should be the one to check his boldness. Therefore, desirous of 
seizing him, Corralat ordered ambushes to be set, and took other means to 
secure his end.  

That action was not kept hidden from the prudent father, who, caring 
for the guard of the village, also forbade the people at times to make sallies, 
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that they might not fall into any of the many stratagems arranged by the 
enemy, notwithstanding that he had frightened them from the vicinity. 
Sometimes he sallied out on horseback, with unsheathed sword, trampling 
many under foot, and causing the rest to flee in terror. That military valor of 
Fray Agustín is not to be wondered at; for there are many examples of priests 
in Holy Writ who fought like captains; and, in our España, many archbishops 
and bishops have performed great exploits, opposing themselves, clad in 
steel armor, in the field of battle to the barbarity of the enemies of the faith; 
and our religious opposed the Mahometans, because he was defending those 
whom he had converted to the law of God.  

Even the early Jesuit historian Father Francisco Combés in Historia de 
Mindanao y Joló [History of Mindanao and Jolo] had only good words for the 
Recollect missionary: “Without owing anything to what a religious is, he fitted 
what a soldier is in many occasions with so much gallantry, so that his valor 
had won him renown and he is known in the Philippines as El Padre 
Capitán.86    

2. Father Jacinto de San Fulgencio  

This indefatigable missionary was born in Concentaina, Valencia, Spain. 
Father Jacinto de San Fulgencio professed the religious vows at the Recollect 
convent in Valencia in 1614. He joined the fourth mission of twelve Recollects 
to the Philippines who reached our shores in 1620. One of the pioneering eight 
missionaries in eastern Mindanao, he devoted his time to the conversion of 
non-believers with best results. Father Jacinto was named prior of Bacoag, 
Higaquit, Butuan and Tandag.  He established Recollect residences in Caraga, 
three of which were along the banks of Butuan River. The Christian 
population grew to over 20,000 souls during his time.  

Father Jacinto contributed a great deal in the pacification of the Caraga 
rebels who rose in arms against Spanish rule in 1631. He negotiated the peace 
treaty with the remontados of Tandag in 1635, for which he was commended 
by the Spanish commanding officer, and thereafter Fether Jacinto risked his 
life many times. To Binalbagan and adjoining settlements in Negros Island, 
he was sent in 1632 as prior and missionary for three years and catechized 
over 6,000 people. A very exemplary religious, Father Jacinto passed away in 
the Recoletos convent of Intramuros, Manila, towards 1653.87   

3. Father Valero de San Agustín  

Born in the Aragonese region of Teruel, Spain, Fr. Valero de San Agustín 
(1732-1788) arrived in Manila with fifty Recollect missionaries in 1756. He 

 
86 SÁDABA, 82.   
87 Ibid., 48-49. 



was ordained as priest in the colonial capital in 1759. He spent half of his 
lifetime in the Mindanao parishes of Cagayan, Surigao, Tandag and Cantilan. 
He was named vicar provincial of Caraga (1770-1773, 1785-1788). In the 
noble tradition of Padre Capitán, he heroically defended the Christian 
settlements from the Moro terror. In 1766, by words and by example he 
exhorted the faithful against the protracted Moro siege of Tandag and helped 
the alcalde mayor in the victorious military counter-attack against the 
besieging forces.88 At one time, he was left alone for three years to take care 
of the extensive province of Caraga. Because of his affable and pleasant 
character, Father Valero acted as an “ecclesiastical judge,” an “angel of peace” 
between the feuding religious and public officials. He died in Cantilan in 
February 1788.   

4. Father Francisco Jiménez de San Fermín  

A native of Tudela, Navarre, Father Francisco Jiménez de San Fermín, 
saw the light of day on 10 April 1819. He joined the Recollect congregation 
when he pronounced the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity and 
obedience on 25 October 1840. He arrived in Manila in February 1842. 
Shortly after his priestly ordination in 1843, he was sent to Misamis as 
companion and in order to study the Visayan language. In 1845 he was 
installed as parish priest of Misamis. After twenty-one years in Misamis, he 
was assigned in 1864 to Iligan where he was curate until 1880. He retired to 
the Immaculate Conception convent of Cebu City and died on 20 May 1895 
at age 76.89  

5. Father Ramón Zueco de San Joaquín  

A prolific author and translator in Cebuano, Ramón Zueco (1828-1889) 
published works on ethical counsels for young ladies, married women and 
young children:  Avisos saludables a las doncellas, Manila 1863 (64 pp), 
Avisos muy útiles para las casadas, Manila 1873 (48  pp), and Avisos 
saludables a los niños, Manila 1873 (74 pp). Filipinos are forever indebted to 
this friar philologist for the development and preservation of Visayan 
Cebuano language by writing grammar books: 222-page Gramática bisayo-
española adaptada al sistema de Ollendorff (1890) and 152-page Compendio 
de la gramática bisayo-española adaptada al sistema de Ollendorff (1890). 
Another missionary along the military tradition of El Padre Capitán, Ramón 
Zueco in 1876 led a successful punitive expedition composed of Spanish and 
Visayan troops against Moro lairs in Mindanao and Sulu.90  

 
88 Ibid., 292-293.  
89 Ibid., 425. 
90 See page 174, Chapter 10 (Augustinian Recollect Icons) of this book. 



6. Father Pascual Ibánez de Santa Filomena 

As newly appointed assistant priest en route to his Zamboanga parish in 
1849, Fr. Pascual Ibanez (1821-1851) encountered Moro attackers in two 
vintas at sea and bravely repulsed them.91 He magnanimously showed charity 
by caring for hundreds of wounded Christians and Moros in the Balinguigui 
expedition. He was tasked by governor general Urbiztondo to lead a company 
of the 700-man expedition in twenty-one barangayanes that brought the war 
into the Moros’ own backyard in February 1850. The Visayan-Spanish forces 
overcame Jolo with Father Pascual leading the assault against the fort of the 
Moro datu. Fatally wounded during the offensive, he died in early March 1851. 
He was a typical curate in a Mindanao or Visayan coastal parish who defended 
his flock against Moro piracies since time immemorial.92  

VI. Post-Revolution Missionary Sallies  

In the wake of the Philippine Revolution, there were so many personnel 
movements in the evangelization efforts. Having no official permanent 
appointment and being few in number, the Recollect ministers would simply 
go to a parish where they were most needed. The two Recollects Father 
Cipriano Chocarro and Father Pedro Jiménez returned to Misamis district to 
continue their evangelization tasks.93 They left their convent in Manila on 4 
October 1901 and headed for Jiménez. Amid the generally cold reception in 
almost all the former Recollect parishes, little by little the two religious gained 
the sympathy and good will of their former parishioners. Thanks, however, to 
an American officer who received them with respect and kindness and gave 
them every support. The nemesis then was the local leader or town executive 
with schismatic Aglipayan beliefs.  

Father Chocarro stayed for a while at Jiménez, while taking care of 
Aloran. Father Pedro Jiménez later took charge of Aloran himself, but he 
made frequent visits to Oroquieta. Soon he was joined by Father Bernardo 
Araiz who was put in charge of Aloran in 1906. After his initial assignment in 
Jimenez, Father Cipriano Chocarro transferred to Tudela. Father Chocarro 
likewise visited Misamis and Loculan on a regular basis. Father José Abad 
joined the two confreres and originally fixed his residence at Aloran but he 
was requested by the presidente municipal to move to Jimenez.  

As replacements, Father Juan Ruiz, a long-time curate of Iligan, Initao 
and María Cristina, and Father Victoriano Tarazona joined the ministers of 
Misamis. The former resided at Oroquieta in 1906; the latter took over 
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Misamis parish in 1912. Father Jiménez had gone to work in Anda, Bohol, in 
1904. Father Chocarro was ordered to return to Spain and joined the new 
Province of Santo Tomas de Villanueva. After a sojourn of six years in Aloran 
and two years in Loculan, Father Araiz moved to Guindulman, Bohol (1914). 
Father Juan Ruiz was assigned to Bacong, Negros Oriental and by 1910 was 
in Manila where he passed away.  

A veteran parish priest of Negros and Siquijor, Father Andrés Ferrero 
Amatriaín de la Sagrada Familia replaced Father Araiz who was at Loculan 
before he traveled to Anda, Bohol. Father Tarazona was shortly after 
dispatched to Negros. He was at the helm of the parish of Dumaguete from 
1914 to 1920.  In 1918, Father José Abad fell seriously ill in Jimenez and was 
constrained to go back to the colonial capital where in 1919 he joined his 
Maker at the Recoletos convent in the walled city of Manila.  

The last Augustinian Recollect missionary of Mindanao in the 20th 
century was Father Andrés Ferrero Amatriaín. He served Misamis and 
Kolambugan. His last parish was Loculan which he left in mid-1919.94 He had 
received a letter from his superiors who ordered him to return to Manila and 
cede the parish to the Jesuit of Iligan. That ended the sojourn of the last 
Spanish Recollect in Mindanao.  

VII. Conclusion 

Father Pedro Corro, author of a compendium of the history of the 
Augustinian Recollect Order (1930), once declared not without pride: 
“Perhaps the most glorious page [in the history] of the Recollect missionaries 
in the Philippines is the conquest of Mindanao.” 95  What the Recollect 
missionaries constructed—oftentimes at no expense of the State—such as 
churches, belfries, forts, bulwarks, roads and bridges with only the sweat and 
the anxieties, the hard work and complete zeal of its parish priests, coupled 
with the cooperation and personal service of their Christian communities, now 
remain mute witness of their evangelization endeavor. Christians today can 
only imagine the great sacrifices and untold deprivations that parishioners and 
Recollect missionaries hand-in-hand underwent in order to erect these stone 
relics in Jimenez, Camiguin, Cagayan de Oro, in the past for themselves and 
for those who would come after them. These are feats that shall be etched 
indelibly in every heart and mind of today’s Christian and forever be 
remembered by the next generations of Christian believers.  
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Paraphrasing what Recollect historian and former Sierra Leone 
missionary, Father René F. Paglinawan, once wrote about another Philippine 
mission territory, we can likewise declare96:   

What did the Recollects give to Mindanao and what did Mindanao give 
in return to the Recollects? […] Mindanao gave much to the Recollects in 
the Philippines in particular and the whole Order in general. If gratitude is 
not the only narrower kind you feel when you receive something, but the 
larger kind when you are able to give something, then by giving Mindanao 
some of its best friars, missionaries El Padre Capitán, Pascual Ibánez, Juan 
de San Nicolás, Valero de San Agustín, Francisco Jiménez, Ramón Zueco, 
José Abad, to name only a few of its rich history, Mindanao brought out the 
best from its mission heralds. The lay leaders, catechists, fiscales, teachers 
and simple faithful in Mindanao, through the centuries, have also given our 
missionaries lasting lessons in fidelity, generosity and gratitude.  

Some Mindanaoans are also giving back to the Order by becoming one 
of its own, like Victor Leonar Lluch (Iligan City), Melquiades Modequillo 
(Kauswagan, Lanao del Norte), Walthrode Conde (Kauswagan, Lanao del 
Norte), Bernabe Dosdos (Margosatubig, Zamboanga del Sur), Raul Buhay 
(San Miguel, Surigao del Sur), Rouel Sia (Ozamiz City), Ferdinand Fornilos 
(Malaybalay City), José Ernil Almayo (Banga, South Cotabato), Joel 
Dequilla (Banga, South Cotabato), Russel Lapidez (Koronadal City), Bro. 
Jonathan Jamero (Norala, South Cotabato), Bro. Teodulo Hayahay (San 
Miguel, Surigao del Sur), and simple professed religious William Cordero, 
Jr. (Banga, South Cotabato).  

The Spanish adage “Amor con amor se paga” lives on. Indeed, love 
begets love, love reciprocates.   
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